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What is Elective Home Education? 
Elective Home Education is education provided by someone other than school for 
example, parents teaching their own children at home. 
 
What is the purpose of this booklet? 
The information within this booklet is for parents and carers who have chosen to educate 
their child at home rather than at school. This document is aligned to the DfE Elective 
Home Education Departmental Guidance for Local Authorities. (April 2019). It is designed 
to set out for parents and carers: 
 
 The legal position on educating children 
 The processes involved 
 Additional information and support that maybe useful 

 
Do you have to send your child to school? 
Parents have a responsibility to provide an education for their children from the age of 5 
years old to the last Friday in June in the school year in which their child reaches 16 years 
old. Section 7 of the Education Act 1996, states: 
 
 

“The parent of every child of compulsory school age shall cause 
him to receive efficient full time education suitable – 
(a) To his age, ability and aptitude, and 
(b) To any special educational needs he may have, either by 
regular attendance at school or otherwise.” 

 
 
Most parents/carers send their children to school. Staff in schools are trained and schools 
have the resources to offer children varied experiences and opportunities for making 
friends. Parents/carers do have the right to arrange for their children to be educated other 
than by attendance at school and a small number of parents/carers in Halton choose to 
either arrange for their children to receive tuition or to educate them themselves. 
 
 
 

Halton’s Approach to Home Education is that: 
 

 We believe schools in Halton offer children 
opportunities to achieve their potential. 

 We respect the right of parents and carers to 
choose to educate their children at home. 

 We wish to work in partnership with parents 
and carers who wish to home educate to help 
them meet the challenges. 
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What is ‘Raising the Participation Age? 
The Education and Skills Act (2008) places a duty on all young people to participate in 
education or training until their 18th birthday. 
 
What are the duties of parents/carers? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What do you need to consider? 
Most parents/carers think long and hard about taking the step to educate at home. It is 
worth considering these issues: 
 
 Educating your child outside the school system will require a major commitment of 

your time. 
 There is no financial assistance for home educators; so inevitably, some expense 

will be incurred for families, including entry to exams. However, we live in an 
“information rich society, and there is a vast amount of educational information 
available for free. Regular use of the library means that you do not have to buy lots 
of books, and you can access information by using the internet at home and at the 
library. 

 Attendance at school is often about more than just schoolwork. Many of the lessons 
learned are about how to get on with other people. 

 It may be difficult for one person to provide a broad education, or the range of 
subjects your child wishes to learn about. 

 If you want your child to return to school at some point, or take public exams, you 
will need to think how you will make this an easy step for your child. 
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Safeguarding 
Under Section 175(1) of the Education Act 2002, the Local Authority has a general duty to 
safeguard and promote the welfare of children. The Local Authority has powers to enable it 
to insist on seeing children to enquire about their welfare, where there are grounds for 
concern. Such powers, however, do not give the Local Authority the ability to see and 
question children who are being home educated, in order to establish whether they are 
receiving a suitable education. 
 The Local Authority will aim to discharge its safeguarding duty in relationship to 

home educated children by working in partnership with parents and will always seek 
to see, speak with and establish the views of the children who are home educated. 

 Should any safeguarding concerns emerge in the course of engagement with home 
educating families; these will be referred immediately to the appropriate authority, 
using established Local Authority safeguarding protocols. 

 Whilst a failure to respond to informal enquiries made by the Local Authority will not, 
in itself, be seen as evidence of safeguarding concerns, repeated and persistent 
failure to respond, together with other additional information, may cause the Local 
Authority to consider the need for further actions, as outlined above. 

 If we become aware that the parents of a child who is the subject of a Child 
Protection Plan or Child in Need Plan intend to electively home educate, the Local 
Authority will consult and review the matter with Children’s Social Care. 

 Where the child is supported under a CAF (Common Assessment Framework), the 
CAF Co-ordinator will arrange a multi-agency meeting, if it is felt to be applicable. 

 All Local Authority members of staff working with electively home educated families 
will have a current DBS & relevant safeguarding training & information. 

 All staff will carry a Halton Borough Council photographic identity pass 
 
What is the legal duty of the Local Authority? 
The law requires Local Authorities to be satisfied that parents/carers are providing an 
“efficient” and “suitable” education which takes account of “the age, ability and aptitude 
and any special needs that the child may have. 
 
We will arrange for a representative of the Local Authority to contact you to discuss how 
you are educating your child. 
 
What is an “efficient and suitable education”? 
An interpretation by the judiciary of these words in the Education Act 1996 is that the 
education should prepare a child for life in the modern society and enable them to make 
progress towards their potential. It is also the duty of the Local Authority to ensure the 
safety and wellbeing of the child. 
 
Schools maintained by the State are required to teach these National Curriculum subjects: 
 

English 
Mathematics 
Science 
A foreign language (for 
children over 11) 

Art and Design 
Geography 
History 
Personal, Social, Health 
Education (PSHE) 

Music 
Physical Education 
Technology 
Information Computer 
Technology (ICT) 
Religious Education



If you are educating your child at home, you are not required to follow the National 
Curriculum. However, it provides a useful guide and if at a later date your child returns to 
school, it could make re-integration into mainstream schooling much easier. Copies of the 
National Curriculum are available from the Department of Education on their website 
www.education.gov.uk. Should you wish to enter your child for public examinations, such 
as GCSE, you will need to contact an Examination Board directly. 
 
As a parent/carer you may choose to employ others to educate your child, however you 
are still responsible for the education provided. In these circumstances, parents/carers are 
responsible for ensuring that those whom they engage are suitable to have access to 
children. It is appropriate that any tutor should also be able to demonstrate that they have 
Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) clearance and are able to provide references. 
Details of DBS checks are available from government website: www.gov.uk 
 
When deciding how much time to devote to your child’s education you may find it helpful to 
know that the Department for Education recommends the following weekly teaching hours: 
 
 
 21 hours for 5-7 year olds 
 23.5 hours for 8-11 year olds 
 24 hours for 12-16 year olds 

 
Pupils are required to attend school for 190 days each year. 
 
Education should impart knowledge but also help children develop a range of life skills. 
You should consider how the education you provide would help your child to develop: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What ways are there to show evidence of an “efficient and suitable 
education”? 
If you decide to educate at home the Local Authority will approach you to ask for evidence 
that your child is receiving an efficient and suitable education. You could do this in a 
number of ways. 
 
 Meet the Local Authority representative at home, with or without your child to discuss 

work and progress 
 Meet the Local Authority representative elsewhere, with or without your child to discuss 

work and progress 
 Write a report 
 Provide examples of work 
 Provide evidence in any other form 
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If your decision to electively home educate your child is as a result of relationship, 
attendance or behaviour difficulties at school, then please contact the Education Welfare 
Service on 0151 511 8231 for support to resolve any issues. 
 
What should I do if my child has Special Educational Needs and/or 
Disability (SEND)? 
If your child has SEND it does not stop you from educating your child. If your child attends 
a special school (Brookfields, Cavendish High, Chesnut Lodge or Ashley) the legal 
arrangements are different and, if you wish to discuss home education in these 
circumstances, you must contact the Education Welfare Service on 0151 511 8231. 
 
If the school is a special school, the local authority must give consent for the child’s name 
to be removed, but this should not be a lengthy or complex process. 
 
When a child with an Education, Health and Care (EHC) Plan (previously a Statement of 
Special Educational Needs) is electively home educated this is stated in the legal 
document (EHC Plan or Statement). The Local Authority under Section 42(2) of the 
Children & Families Act 2014 must arrange the special educational provision set out in the 
Plan, working with parents. 
 
In cases where the EHC Plan gives the name of a school or type of school and the parents 
decide to educate at home, the Local Authority is not under a duty to make the special 
educational provision set out in the Plan, provided it is satisfied with the arrangements 
made by the parents are suitable. 
 
The Local Authority must, under section 19 of the above Act, have regard to the views, 
wishes and feelings of the child and his/her parents, or the young person. 
 
The Local Authority must review the EHC Plan annually to assure itself that the provision 
set out in it continues to be appropriate and that the child’s special educational needs 
continue to be met. 
 
Local Authorities do not have a duty under section 22 of the Children & Families Act 2014 
to assess every home educated child to see whether or not they have SEND but would 
work in partnership where the Local Authority already knows the children who have SEND 
or the parents have drawn the children’s special needs to the authority’s attention. 
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What do I need to consider before deciding to educate my child at 
home? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If I decide to educate my child at home, what do I need to do? 
If you are withdrawing your child from a mainstream school to electively home educate 
them you should provide written notification to the Head Teacher of the school that you 
intend to electively home educate your child/children. Your child’s name will then be 
deleted from the school’s attendance and admissions register. 
 
The consent of the Local Authority is required to withdraw a child with an Education, 
Health & Care Plan (previously a Statement of Special Educational Needs) who attends a 
special school, as above. The Local Authority remains under a duty to maintain the 
Education, Health & Care Plan and review it annually as set out in the SEND Code of 
Practice. Parents have a right to make representations to the Secretary of State in cases 
where the Local Authority does not agree to home education in these circumstances. 
 
What happens next? 
The school will inform the Local Authority within 10 days that you are taking responsibility 
for your child’s education. The Local Authority will let you know that your child’s name has 
been taken off the school roll. 
 
 We will send you a questionnaire, which we would ask you to fill in and return. This is 

about your plans to electively home educate your child. 
 A Local Authority representative will contact you to discuss your plans to educate your 

child electively and arrange a home visit. 
 If your child as an Education, Health & Care Plan, the Local Authority continues to have 

a statutory duty to undertake an annual review. You and your child will be invited to 
these. 

 You will be required to show evidence of your child’s education. 
 You will receive a further announced progress visit within 3 months of elective home 

education. 
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What if the Local Authority is not satisfied with the education provided? 
We aim to work in partnership with parents/carers. We find most disputes can be resolved 
without entering into statutory procedures. 
 
If there are concerns about the education a child is receiving the following process will take 
place: 
 
 we will inform the parent in writing of these concerns. 
 there is then an opportunity to adapt the education being provided, so that it is meets 

the necessary requirements. 
 a further arrangement is then made to review the work that the child is doing. If this 

appears to Children’s Services that a suitable education is being provided, no further 
steps are taken. 

 if it still appears that an efficient and suitable education is not being provided for the 
child, the Local Authority is required to make a School Attendance Order. This requires 
parents to register their child at school. Where parents do not do so, a court summons 
may then be issued. 

 at any stage during this process, the parents may present evidence that they are now 
providing a suitable education and have the order revoked 

 
If I want my child to return to school, what do I do? 
You can make an application for a school of your choice to the Local Authority’s 
Admissions Team. Alternatively, you can discuss this with your Home Education Local 
Authority representative, who will be able to help you. 
 
Education Welfare Service contact details 
 
Julia Calcasola 
2nd Floor Rutland House 
Halton Borough Council 
Halton Lea 
Runcorn WA7 2ES 
 Email: julia.Calcasola@halton.gov.uk 
 Tel 0151 511 6997 
 
Julie Whitehead 
2nd Floor Rutland House 
Halton Borough Council 
Halton Lea 
Runcorn WA7 2ES 
 Email: julie.whitehead@halton.gov.uk 
 Tel 0151 511 7673 
 
Debbie Houghton 
2nd Floor Rutland House 
Halton Borough Council 
Halton Lea 
Runcorn WA7 2ES 
 Email: debbie.houghton@halton.gov.uk 
 Tel 0151 511 8231 
 
 
 

mailto:julia.Calcasola@halton.gov.uk
mailto:julie.whitehead@halton.gov.uk
mailto:debbie.houghton@halton.gov.uk


10 
 

 
 

Education is compulsory - school is optional 

 
www.education-otherwise.net   

       
        

   

  
www.education.gov.uk 

 
       

         
  

 
   

 
www.heas.org.uk   

       
      

     
       

         

 
 

 
www.cgpbooks.co.uk 

 
         

     

 
 

 
www.parentlineplus.org.uk  

         
        

     

 
 

 
www.superclubsplus.com 

 
      

        
     

 
     

 
www.ace-ed.org.uk 

 
         

        
          

     
   

 
    

 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/standards-
and-testing-agency   

         
           

     

 

Useful Contacts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.education-otherwise.net/
http://www.education.gov.uk/
http://www.heas.org.uk/
http://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/
http://www.parentlineplus.org.uk/
http://www.superclubsplus.com/
http://www.ace-ed.org.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/standards-and-testing-agency
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/standards-and-testing-agency
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/standards-and-testing-agency
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http://edyourself.org/ 

 
        

         
      

 
  

 
www.ahomeeducation.co.uk 

 
         

        
         
          

     

 
        

 
http://www.he-special.org.uk/ 

 
          
          

     

 
 

 
https://www.bbc.com/education/ 

 
         

         
         

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://edyourself.org/
http://www.ahomeeducation.co.uk/
http://www.he-special.org.uk/
https://www.bbc.com/education/
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Useful Tips for Elective Home Education 
 
 

Draw up a base line of where your child is 
 

What can I do? 
Reading 
Handwriting 
Talking 
Listening 
Maths 
IT skills etc... 

What do I know? 
Words I can spell 
Stories I can retell 
Times tables I know etc. 

 
Establish goals that will meet your child’s needs, for example; 

 
I will attempt to use multiplication facts to learn about division 
I will think about how to be ‘greener’ in our house 
I will read a new book each week 
I will join a gymnastics group 

 
 

Establish a routine; 
 

Keep a log or diary 
What activities are planned each week 

 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

 
Mobile Library 

 
Gymnastics 

 
Green project 

 
Book review 

 
Go to see friends 
at play area 

 
 

Review and discuss 
 

Go back and review work. What was learned? 
 
 

Link the learning together, for example 
 
 

Mathematics 
 

What is the perimeter of my house? 
 

History 
Research the history 
of my house, how old etc 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Science 
What materials were 
used to build my house 

 
 

 
 

 

Art 
Make a line drawing 
of my house in pencil 
 
 
 
 
 
 

English 
Imagine fairies lived 
in my house, write a story 
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Education Welfare Service 
Elective Home Education Flow Chart 

 
 

Parent(s) puts in writing to the Head Teacher their intent to Electively Home Educate 
 
 

Head Teacher forwards a copy of the parents’ letter and a Pupil Tracking Notification form to the local authority/ EWS from 
school of taking off roll 

 
 

EWS writes to the parent enclosing information and questionnaire about EHE identify a date for a home visit to discuss reasons 
for the decision to EHE and to offer further advice about EHE/ advise re: alternatives, telephone call to be made to parent/carer to 
confirm intention to EHE 

KEY 
 
EWS: Education Welfare Service 
EHE: Elective Home Education 
HTR: Home Tutor Report 

: Positive action 
: Negative action 

At any point a parent wishes for their child to 
return to school, support offered to re-integrate 
pupil back into mainstream education 

If parent declines visit Parents accepts home visit with EWS 
 
 
 

 Any safeguarding      
concerns EWS 
consults with multi 
agency partners 
including health, police, 
social care/ refer to 
iCART if appropriate 
 
 
Further action agreed 
with agencies partners 
including health, 
police, social care / 
refer to ICART if 
appropriate 

 
EWS requests 
education report / 
 
 
 
 
 
 
No report received or 
evidence not 
suitable. Initiate legal 
proceedings for a 
School Attendance 
Order. 

 
Announced home visit made for Education Progress. Visit within 3 months from point 
of schools notification to EWS 

 

 
 
 

Education Progress Satisfactory Education Progress Unsatisfactory 
 
 
 

If suitable evidence is provided an A follow up education review within 
education review will take place 8 weeks. 
annually. 

 
 

If unsatisfactory, EWS writes to 
Annual Review Satisfactory / Unsatisfactory parent regarding education concerns 

and issues them with a School 
Attendance Order Notice 

 

If no response request for parent to provide 
evidence of the education being is provided within 
a 6 week time scale 
 
 
 
If suitable evidence If the evidence is 
is provided an not suitable the 
education review EWS will initiate 
will take place legal proceedings 
annually. for a School 

Attendance Order 

 
 

Outcome 
 
 
 

Report accessed and deemed to be suitable & pupil Application for School Attendance Order 
monitored through annual visits. 
 

Parent agrees to return child to school. Support offered to 
re-integrate pupil back into mainstream education 
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