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Facilities

Myexperience

Foundation
Learning

Our Transition and Support Advisors ensure that students benefit from a smooth
transition to College life, with a dedicated induction programme at the start of the
year and ongoing daily support available throughout each term.

In addition, our long and successful partnership with Special Schools, Social
Services and Careers Services guarantees continued success in the future, with
many students undertaking work experience in one of the College ‘social
enterprise’ employment facilities.

For those students with an Educational Health and Care Plan please see the
College website for further details of our excellent “Local Offer”.

We provide a range of full-time and part-time
Foundation Learning study programmes for
students with learning difficulties and disabilities;
helping them fulfil their potential in a safe and
supportive environment. Our aim is to help students
develop a range of important skills – social,
academic and vocational – whilst providing the
support and encouragement for them to grow in
confidence and express their personality.

• Dedicated £2.5 million Foundation Learning
Centre provides superb teaching opportunities,
state-of-the-art facilities and resources to deliver
independent living skills.

• Access to the vocational areas of 
the College to follow a range of 
practical study programmes.

• Dedicated functional skills workshop to 
deliver English and maths.

• A range of additional support staff 
(provided through Inclusive Learning) 
to assist in all day-to-day situations.

• Variety of ‘social enterprise’ employment
opportunities and work experience.

From student to internship:
As part of the College Supported Internship
programme, Kylie undertook an initial work placement
within Richmond’s Restaurant at the Preston campus,
working as a Catering Assistant. Then, having
expressed a desire to work in the confectionary
industry, Latham’s of Broughton agreed to interview
Kylie for a work experience placement. 
Kylie successfully completed her placement thanks to
her own dedication, enthusiasm and support and
supervision of the company, under the guidance of
Latham’s Technical Manager, Peter Farrington.
Kylie was one of around a dozen Foundation Learning
students went through the Supported Internship
Programme last year, all significantly
benefitting and improving their life
skills, confidence, team working
abilities and employment prospects.

Bringing
together skills
for everyday
living

Foundation Learning
City & Guilds Skills for Working Life –
Animal Care, Horticulture, Agriculture
and Conservation options

Foundation Learning
ASDAN Entry Level 1, 2 and 3 Award,
Certificate and Diploma in Personal Progress 
and Personal and Social Development

These entry level study programmes provide an excellent
opportunity for students to learn a range of life skills and
personal skills in a supportive and friendly environment. They
are ideal for young people and adults with moderate learning
difficulties and/or disabilities.

The programmes encompass the themes of ‘Personal and
Social Development’ and ‘work-related employment and
employability.’ The curriculum has been developed around
‘skills for daily living’ – from reading, writing and independent
living to workplace skills, communication and practical project
work. Other aspects cover keeping fit and healthy, enjoying
leisure time and taking part in community activities. 

Additional elements cover environmental awareness,
community action, managing money, personal safety,
communication, health and safety, personal travel and 
food preparation. 

Regular outside visits are arranged throughout the year to
enhance students’ learning and guest speakers are invited in
to College. These work-related themes are further developed
with a focus on customer care, health and safety, teamwork
and problem solving. Students will use the vocational areas of
the College one day per week in order to gain experience of
horticulture, agriculture and small animal care.

Students gain an Award, Certificate or Diploma qualification,
depending upon the number of units they complete. 

This is an Entry Level study programme for young adults who are
interested in a land-based job. It is suitable for students with
moderate learning difficulties and/or disabilities. It may also
provide a progression route for students who have completed
other Foundation Learning courses at pre-entry or entry level. The
award is offered at both Entry Levels 2 and 3, over 3 days per
week, plus half a day of Maths and English.

The programme focuses on a variety of land-based vocational
activities relating to animal care, agriculture, horse care,
conservation and horticulture (depending upon the chosen
centre). It also helps develop common, social and interpersonal
skills and widen life experiences, whilst still providing students
with the basic practical skills and knowledge necessary to either
progress to further training or to prepare for gaining employment.

Students learn how to work with animals and assist with their
feeding, cleaning, grooming, welfare and general health checks.
Horticultural units cover identifying trees and plants, using
appropriate tools, watering and feeding plants, controlling weeds,
seasonal planting and garden maintenance.

At the Preston centre students also spend time learning about
farm animals, with a focus on lambs and calves across our two
College farms. At the Liverpool (Croxteth Park) centre there is the
option to choose either an Animal and Horse Care route or a
Horticulture and Conservation route (also available at Bowring
Park), whilst at Walton Hall Park students can follow either an
Animal Care and Conservation route or a Horticulture and
Conservation route.

A key focus at each centre is the personal and social
development (PSD) of each student and the opportunity for them
to be involved in the world of work. Students learn how to identify
hazards, manage their money, handle objects safely, develop
work skills, have confidence making familiar journeys, deal with
customers and work as part of a group.

Course Details

Location                         
Preston: Bilsborrow campus.
Liverpool: Croxteth Park.
Blackburn: Witton Park.
Warrington: Walton Hall.

Duration

1 year full-time per level.

Level
Entry Level 2 and 3.

Entry Requirements
See pages 18 and 19.

Assessment
Practical assessments. There
are no formal examinations.

Progression
Foundation Level 1 study
programmes.

Career Opportunities
It may be possible to find
work in one of the vocational
areas you have studied.

Course Details

Location                         
Preston: Bilsborrow campus.
Liverpool: Croxteth Park.

Duration
1 year full-time.

Level
Entry Level 1, 2 and 3.

Entry Requirements
See pages 18 and 19.

Assessment
Practical assessments. There
are no formal examinations.

Progression
Higher level study
programmes.

Career Opportunities
It may be possible to find
work in the animal care or
wider land-based industries.

Students and staff on the
recent Study Tour to Portugal



Foundation Learning
BTEC Level 1 Diploma –
Sport and Active Leisure

Foundation Learning
ABC Level 1 Diploma – Motor Vehicle Studies

Foundation Learning
City & Guilds Entry Level 3 and Level 1
Extended Certificate in Employability Skills

Foundation Learning
City & Guilds Level 1 Certificate – Land Based
Studies (Animal Care, Agriculture or Horticulture)

Course Details

Course Details
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Location                         
Preston: Bilsborrow campus.
Liverpool: Croxteth Park.

Duration
1 year full-time.

Levels
Entry Level 3 and 
Level 1 options.

Entry Requirements
See pages 18 and 19.

Assessment
Practical assessment. There
are no formal examinations.

Progression
After satisfactorily completing
this study programme the
students may be able to
progress to a higher level
study programme or
supported employment.

Career Opportunities
It may be possible to find
work in one of the vocational
areas you have studied.

These practical qualifications are designed to help students
gain the skills they need to work in the land-based sector. The
study programmes provide employability experience and a
range of activities across the College curriculum, dependent
upon the level of the programme.

Whilst gaining new skills and knowledge, students also develop
employability skills, such as meeting deadlines, health and
safety requirements, the importance of teamwork and being
able to follow written and oral instructions. The study
programmes help to provide the basic practical skills and
knowledge necessary to progress to further training or to
prepare for employment.

The study programmes are taught over three days each week,
including half a day of maths and English.

This is a Level 1 study programme for young adults who are
interested in a job working with animals and in horticulture. It is
suitable for students with disabilities and moderate learning
difficulties. 

This study programme provides a basic introduction into the care
of farm animals or domestic animals. Areas of study include
feeding, cleaning, handling and restraining animals as well as
additional modules covering work safety and skills development
in the land-based industries.

Time will be spent in the classroom, on the College farms, in our
dedicated animal area and in our PlantWorld garden kingdom,
developing practical skills along with further practical work
experiences off campus.

Students must have an interest in the subject and have some
prior experience of working with animals. A portfolio of written
work must be completed.

Location                         
Preston: Bilsborrow campus.

Duration
1 year full-time.

Level
Level 1.

Entry Requirements
See pages 18 and 19.

Additional Course
Requirements
A keen interest in animals.

Assessment
Practical and 
portfolio assessment.

Progression
Level 1 study programmes 
in Animal Care, Agriculture 
or Horticulture.

Career Opportunities
It may be possible to find
work on farms or working
with large animals.

Course Details

Course Details

Location                         
Preston: Bilsborrow campus.
Liverpool: Croxteth Park.

Duration
1 year full-time.

Level
Level 1.

Entry Requirements
See pages 18 and 19.

Assessment
Practical and Portfolio
Assessment.

Progression
Other Level 1 options or
Level 2 study programmes
in Sport.

Career Opportunities
It may be possible to find
work in one of the sports 
and leisure areas.

This is a Level 1 study programme for young adults who are
interested in a job in sport and leisure. It is suitable for students
with disabilities and moderate learning difficulties and/or
disabilities. The Diploma is offered at Level 1 over three days. 

The study programme focuses on a variety of sport and active
leisure activities and helps the student to develop common,
social and interpersonal skills and widen life experiences. It also
provides students with the basic practical sports skills and
knowledge necessary to either progress for further training or to
prepare for employment.

The students will experience a wide variety of sports and leisure
activities, with a focus on the personal and social development
(PSD) of each student. This will be supported by the
opportunity to become involved in the world of work.

Location                         
Preston: Bilsborrow campus.

Duration
1 year full-time.

Level
Level 1.

Academic Entry
Requirements
See pages 18 and 19.

Additional Course
Requirements
A keen interest in motor
vehicle maintenance.

Assessment
Practical assessments,
coursework and tests. There
are no formal examinations.

Progression
Other Level 1 options or
Level 2 Diploma in
Motorsports.

Career Opportunities
Trainee motor vehicle
technician.

This Level 1 Diploma in
Motor Vehicle Studies is
an ideal first step into a
career in the automotive
industry. It provides a
basic introductory ‘hands
on’ programme of study
in motor vehicle
maintenance and covers
a wide range of practical
skills and activities relating to work in this sector. It is suitable
for students with disabilities and moderate learning difficulties.

The range of subjects provide an introduction to motor
mechanics: covering routine maintenance, fault diagnosis and
rectification in terms of electrical systems, transmissions,
engines, brakes, ignition units, suspension, exhausts and body
systems. A further unit focuses on the skills that are required to
carry out valeting work, whilst another provides an introduction
to steering components, vehicle wheels and tyres.

In addition to obtaining the Level 1 Diploma qualification,
students may also have the opportunity to undertake
supplementary awards that provide either industry-related or
personal development skills.

The study programme is designed so that students can
progress at their own speed while learning the basics of the
subject. Extra support is also available through our Inclusive
Learning teams which can be discussed at interview.

This qualification provides a foundation of study from which
students can progress to an Intermediate qualification such as
the Level 2 Diploma in Motorsports.
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Agriculture

Our courses in agriculture will help prepare you for a career in the industry, by combining relevant background skills with knowledge of
livestock technology and business enterprise. The expertise of the agriculture team at Myerscough College reflects this. The team consists of
agriculturalists with a range of specialisms, including dairy, beef, sheep and crops. Past students have gone on to employment as general
farm workers or assistant farm managers, enterprise managers, shepherds and tractor drivers/contractors, agricultural advisers and herd
managers. Many job opportunities also exist within the allied industries and students have progressed to work with feed companies, breeding
companies, animal health specialists, finance specialists and machinery dealerships.

There is currently a significant demand for highly
trained and well-educated professionals to enter
the agriculture industry. In recent years fewer
people have been attracted to careers in
agriculture and a skills shortage has developed. 

There has been a significant increase in the
demand for skilled staff which has been fuelled by
the increasing awareness that food production,
farming, tourism, the environment and rural affairs
are all interconnected. This has created a need for
motivated and technically competent people who
understand the requirements of agriculture 
and its related industries.

From student to farmer: 
Growing up on a farm means that I have
always had a keen interest in Agriculture.
Myerscough seemed like the perfect place 
to further my knowledge of the subject and
learn more about the career opportunities out
there and the skills needed to pursue them. 
The College has first rate facilities for teaching the
subject and the knowledge and helpfulness of the
teaching staff is really top class. The Level 3 Diploma
in Agriculture has given me a great understanding of
different types of agriculture and set me up nicely for
my new a job as a milk recorder while I will also
continue to put the skills and knowledge I have
acquired to good use on my family farm.

Myexperience

Staying 
ahead of the herd

Resources
• A purpose built Agriculture

and Countryside ‘Rural
Skills’ teaching centre with
state-of-the-art facilities

• Myerscough Farms (two
farms totalling more than
300 hectares of farm and
woodland)

• Comprehensive field study
equipment, research and laboratory
facilities

• Livestock and cereal enterprises
(including 220 commercial Holstein
dairy cows, 150 dairy heifers, 1000
ewes, 1800 fattening lambs, a beef
enterprise and 40 hectares of cereals)

• A brand new £5m Food, Farming, Innovation
and Technology Centre – incorporating
AfiFarm 5.2 Dairy technology and Growsafe
feeding technology

• Off-road driving course for
developing skills with
tractors, trailers, 4WD
vehicles and quadbikes

Annual Careers Fair to meet prospective employers

Food and Farming Innovation and
Technology (FFIT) Centre 

Myerscough College has launched a new
project to support the agriculture and food
production industries in Lancashire. The
new Food and Farming Innovation and
Technology centre at Lodge Farm has
created a centre of excellence to develop
state-of-the- art precision farming
techniques within the livestock and
grassland sectors. It also provides
resources to support the development of
local food products.

The two storey building incorporates
specialist teaching, demonstration and
research facilities (for cattle and feed),
including a Livestock Innovation Centre and
the latest grassland equipment, livestock
feeding technologies, hybrid tractor power
units and crop/field trials equipment.

Intermediate (Level 2) and 
Advanced (Level 3) Apprenticeships 
are available, covering a range of 
roles and occupations including 
management roles.

See pages 16-17 for information

Preparing stock for the College
Open Day and Country Fair

Study Tour to Texas

Rural Skills Centre



The Level 1 Diploma study programme is an ideal first step
towards a career in agriculture or the countryside/ conservation
sector. It provides a basic ‘hands on’ introduction to land-based
skills and covers a wide selection of practical skills required
when working with animals, land and environment,
gamekeeping and wildlife.

The units cover the types of jobs available in the land-based
sector, whilst also developing the skills required for such jobs
and understanding safe working practices. The range of
subjects can include animal husbandry relating to farm
livestock (basic anatomy, nutrition, health, housing and welfare),
animal health and wellbeing, estate skills (fencing, hedge
maintenance, walling and grounds maintenance),
environmental conservation (habitat management and
conservation skills) and land-based machinery and 
tractor work.

The Level 1 Diploma study programme includes industry
related work experience, personal and course tutorials, our
innovative MyFuture career planning sessions and additional
classes in maths and/or English – leading to either GCSE or
Functional Skills qualifications. See page 18 for more
information about English and maths study requirements.

The study programme is designed so that students can
progress at their own speed while learning the basics of the
subject. Extra support is also available through our Inclusive
Learning team which can be discussed at interview.

This qualification provides a foundation of study from which
students can progress to an Intermediate qualification such 
as the Level 2 Technical Certificate in Agriculture or Land 
and Wildlife.

Course Details

Location 
Preston: Bilsborrow campus.

Duration
1 year full-time.

Level
Foundation.

Academic Entry
Requirements
See pages 18 and 19.

Additional Course
Requirements
A keen interest in agriculture
and the countryside.

Assessment
Practical assessments,
coursework and tests.

Progression
Level 2 Technical Certificate
in Agriculture or Land and
Wildlife (p39). 

Career Opportunities
Employment as a general
farm worker. 
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Agriculture
City and Guilds Level 1 Diploma in Land-
based Studies (Agriculture & Countryside)

The Level 2 Technical Certificate is an excellent introductory
study programme for students wishing to further their
knowledge of agriculture. It is extremely popular with school
leavers and/or students progressing from the Level 1 Diploma
in Land-Based Studies. The Technical Certificate provides
practical knowledge and experience, combining this with an
academic study of the principles of the subject. It gives
students a broad understanding of livestock and arable
farming, with a view to progressing to one of our Level 3
Technical programmes, or to start work in the industry.

Students undertake units which cover health and safety for
land-based industries, tractor and machinery operations and a
work experience module within the agriculture industry.
Additional units provide an overview of the agriculture sector,
focusing on animal and plant science, farm animal husbandry
and production, crop husbandry and practical farm estate skills
(fencing, hedgelaying, walling and grounds maintenance).

In addition to obtaining the Level 2 Technical Certificate, the
agriculture study programme also includes industry-related
work experience, personal and course tutorials, our innovative
MyFuture career planning sessions and additional classes in
maths and/or English – leading to either GCSE or Functional
Skills qualifications. See page 18 for more information about
English and maths study requirements.

Course Details

Location 
Preston: Bilsborrow campus.
Penrith: Ullswater CC.

Duration
1 year full-time.

Level
Intermediate.

Academic Entry
Requirements
See pages 18 and 19.

Additional Course
Requirements
A keen interest in agriculture.

Assessment
Externally marked 
exams, written and 
practical assessments.

Progression
Level 3 programmes 
in Agriculture.

Career Opportunities
General farm worker,
assistant herdsperson,
tractor driver, beef/sheep
stockperson.

Agriculture
City and Guilds Level 2 Technical Certificate

The Level 3 Technical qualifications are popular options for school
leavers and young adults. The Advanced Technical Certificate
(360) is a one-year study programme broadly equivalent to one 
A Level, whilst the two-year Advanced Technical Diploma (720) is
equivalent to two A Levels. Students who successfully complete
the Advanced Technical Certificate can, if they wish, progress
directly to the second year of the Diploma.

In year one students learn the principles of plant and soil science.
Additional units cover landbased machinery operations, livestock
husbandry (milking and lambing), crop production, health and
safety and estate skills (fencing, hedge laying, walling and
grounds maintenance.) 

Students who choose the two-year Diploma route can further 
their interests during the second year of their programme. Units
include business management, beef, dairy and sheep production
(skills and application), grassland management and using
telescopic forklifts. 

A range of additional qualifications are available to students (some
at additional cost), enhancing employment prospects. These may
include training and assessment in Health & Safety, ATV use,
animal transport and tractor driving. 

In addition to obtaining the Level 3 qualification, the agriculture
study programme also includes industry-related work experience,
personal and course tutorials, our innovative MyFuture career
planning sessions and additional classes in maths or English –
leading to a GCSE qualification.

Course Details

Location 
Preston: Bilsborrow campus.
Penrith: Ullswater CC.

Duration
1 year full-time (Certificate).
2 years full-time (Diploma).

Level
Advanced.

Academic Entry
Requirements
See pages 18 and 19.

Additional Course
Requirements
A keen interest in agriculture.

Assessment
Externally marked 
exams, written and 
practical assessments.

Progression
Higher Education degree
courses.

Career Opportunities
Enterprise Management
positions e.g. Herd 
Manager or sales and 
technical positions in 
the allied industries.

Agriculture
City and Guilds Level 3 Advanced Technical
Certificate (360) / Advanced Technical
Extended Diploma (720)

The Advanced Technical Extended Diploma is a two-year study
programme equivalent to three A Levels and is designed for
students who wish to develop a comprehensive overview of
agriculture, encompassing practical techniques and technical
skills. The units studied have a strong academic focus – requiring
dedication and hard work – whilst still delivering a range of
important practical skills.

The programme incorporates the majority of the units from the
Level 3 Advanced Technical Extended Diploma (720) (adjacent),
with students studying several additional units each year.
Additional units in the first year include tractors and business
management, whilst in the second year students will also study
farm animal science, health and nutrition, pollution and waste
control, along with diversification and new business initiatives
within the land-based sector.  

A range of additional qualifications are available to students
(some at additional cost), enhancing their employment prospects.
These may include training and assessment in Health & Safety,
ATV operation, animal transport and tractor driving.

In addition to obtaining the Level 3 qualification, the agriculture
study programme also includes industry-related work experience,
personal and course tutorials and our innovative MyFuture career
planning sessions.

The Level 3 Advanced Technical Extended Diploma (1080)
prepares students for supervisory and junior management
positions in the industry. It is also a perfect foundation for 
students wishing to progress to Higher Education – offering 
up to 168 UCAS Tariff points towards entrance on a range of
degree courses here at Myerscough or at other universities 
and colleges.

Course Details

Location 
Preston: Bilsborrow campus.
Penrith: Ullswater CC.

Duration
2 years full-time.

Level
Advanced.

Academic Entry
Requirements
See pages 18 and 19.

Additional Course
Requirements
A keen interest in agriculture.

Assessment
Externally marked 

exams, written and 
practical assessments.

Progression
Higher Education 
degrees. Many students
progress to Myerscough
College’s Foundation 
Degree or Honours Degree 
in Agriculture.

Career Opportunities
Enterprise Management
positions e.g. Herd 
Manager or sales and
technical positions in the
allied industries.

Agriculture
City and Guilds Level 3 Advanced Technical 
Diploma (540) / Advanced Technical 
Extended Diploma (1080)
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There are fantastic employment opportunities for anyone with a keen interest in engineering. An increased demand for trained staff
means that career opportunities exist throughout the world, with many large machinery dealerships based in the United States, 
Canada, Australia and New Zealand.

Here in the UK, the Service Manager of one large North-West based dealership – with nine UK depots – commented how there has 
been a shortage of almost 200 trained engineers in the last few years, with some advertised vacancies being unfilled as a result of a 
lack of suitably qualified candidates.

Our study programmes are delivered by a highly qualified, dedicated 
and experienced teaching team, with strong support from leading 
industry partners. Employers are keen to employ Myerscough students 
as they have both the practical workshop skills and the managerial
expertise that they require.

Operator and
machine in harmony

Visit one of our monthly Advice Mornings or our Summer Open Day. Check the website for details. 3534 Detailed course factsheets are available from www.myerscough.ac.uk or by calling 0800 652 5592

Agricultural
Engineering

Resources
• State-of-the-art Engineering Centre housing an extensive fleet of

vehicles, tractors, field machinery and equipment

• Access to extensive laboratories, testing equipment and
commercial research and trials areas

• Three fully equipped engineering workshops complete with a 
wide range of maintenance equipment including diagnostic 
and test facilities

• Fully equipped welding facilities that include manual metal, ARC,
oxyacetylene and MIG and TIG welders

• A comprehensive Information Technology suite with 
computer aided design equipment and the latest machinery
management software

• An off-road vehicle test facility and demonstration area

Myexperience
From student to 
machinery specialist: 
I’ve always loved mechanisation but the thought of
moving from a completely unrelated discipline into the
industry was a daunting one that was made very easy
with the support of the staff at Myerscough College and
the world-class facilities on site. I completed my course
and progressed to a full time role at Gunn JCB where
my responsibilities included warranty, retail repairs,
servicing, fabrication and the managing and transport of
both new and used equipment. I’ve since been
promoted to Group Sales Co-ordinator.
It’s my dream job and Myerscough
helped me achieve it. 

Intermediate (Level 2) and 
Advanced (Level 3) Apprenticeships 
are available, covering a range of 
roles and occupations including 
management roles.

See pages 16-17 for information Agricultural engineering involves the development,
operation, maintenance and testing of highly
specialised agricultural machinery.

Students learn practical skills such as how agricultural
machines work, maintenance techniques, welding and
fabrication and machinery repair. Students also
undertake research into transmission systems and
engine characteristics, including performance testing
and emissions control, using the latest machinery
technologies and diagnostic equipment.

Our state-of-the-art Engineering Centre provides the
perfect environment for students to develop their
knowledge and mechanical expertise.



Agricultural
Engineering
BTEC Level 2 Diploma

The Level 2 Diploma is an excellent introductory study
programme for students wishing to further their knowledge of
agricultural engineering. It is extremely popular with school
leavers and provides practical knowledge and experience,
combined with the principles of machinery maintenance, basic
engineering and workshop practices.

Students learn the fundamentals of land-based engineering and
workshop practices as well as gaining an insight to the wider
land-based industries and working in a commercial
environment. Machinery construction, operation, maintenance
and repair are all included, to enable learners to carry out a
wide range of fundamental workshop tasks.

Additional units cover the principles of basic power units,
steering, braking and suspension systems. Students learn the
necessary skills to remove and replace a range of vehicle
components and systems, using tools and equipment safely.

In addition to obtaining the Level 2 Diploma qualification, the
agricultural engineering study programme also includes
industry-related work experience, the City and Guilds Level 2
Award in Tractor Driving, personal and course tutorials, our
innovative MyFuture career planning sessions and additional
classes in maths and/or English – leading to either GCSE or
Functional Skills qualifications. See page 18 for more
information about English and maths study requirements.

Course Details

Location                         
Preston: Bilsborrow campus.

Duration
1 year full-time.

Level
Intermediate.

Academic Entry
Requirements
See pages 18 and 19.

Additional Course
Requirements
A keen interest in
engineering, technology and
machinery operations. 

Assessment
Assignments, practical
assessments, coursework
and tests. 

Progression
Level 3 Diploma suite in
Agricultural Engineering.

Career Opportunities
Trainee in the Machinery
Industry, Stores Person,
Trainee Sales Person, 
Trainee Service Engineer,
Machinery or Engineering
Apprenticeship.

Agricultural
Engineering
BTEC Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma / Diploma

The Level 3 Diploma qualifications are popular options for
school leavers and young adults. They combine practical-
based skills with academic theory and classroom study. The
Subsidiary Diploma is a one-year, six-unit, study programme
broadly equivalent to one A Level, whilst the two-year, 12-unit,
Diploma is equivalent to two A Levels and ideal for progression
to Higher Education. Students who successfully complete the
Subsidiary Diploma can, if they wish, progress directly to the
second year of the Diploma.

In year one students learn about servicing engines, repairing
components, maintaining hydraulic systems and promoting
health and safety in the workplace. Additional units cover
operating and servicing clutch and gearbox transmissions,
chassis systems, undertaking workshop practices and
operating and servicing harvesting machinery.

Students who choose the two-year Diploma route can 
further their interests during the second year of their
programme. Units cover vehicle engine technology, land-based
diesel fuel injection systems and servicing and repairing
pneumatic systems and components. An investigative project
provides the opportunity to design, build and market an
innovative new product.

For students undertaking the Diploma programme, additional
practical skills will be gained during a period of work
experience. This enables students to learn additional hands-on
skills, and apply their theoretical knowledge, to enhance their
future employment prospects.

A range of additional qualifications are available to students
(some at additional cost), enhancing their employment
prospects. These may include training and assessment in 
ATV operation, tractor driving, introductory welding, manual
handling and abrasive wheel operation.

The Level 3 Extended Diploma is a two-year 18-unit study
programme. It is equivalent to three A Levels and is designed for
students who wish to develop a comprehensive overview of land-
based machinery maintenance, encompassing practical
techniques and technical skills.

The units studied have a strong academic focus – requiring dedication
and hard work – whilst still delivering important practical skills.

The programme incorporates all 12 units from the two-year Level
3 Diploma (adjacent left), with students on the Extended Diploma
studying an extra three units each year. Additional units cover the
operation and servicing of field equipment (cultivation and
planting), fault diagnosis, inspection and repair, servicing and
repairing electrical systems, undertaking 4WD vehicle
maintenance (operation and recovery), fertiliser and chemical
application equipment and business management within the 
land-based sector (marketing, strategy and analysis).

A range of additional qualifications are available to students (some at
additional cost), enhancing their employment prospects. These may
include training and assessment in ATV operation, tractor driving,
introductory welding, manual handling and abrasive wheel operation.

In addition to obtaining the Level 3 qualification, the agricultural
engineering study programme also includes industry-related
work experience, personal and course tutorials and our
innovative MyFuture career planning sessions.

The Level 3 Extended Diploma prepares students for supervisory
and junior management positions in the industry. It is also a
perfect foundation for students wishing to progress to Higher
Education – offering up to 168 UCAS Tariff points towards
entrance on a range of degree courses here at Myerscough or at
other universities and colleges.

Course Details

Location                         
Preston: Bilsborrow campus.

Duration
2 years full-time.

Level
Advanced.

Academic Entry
Requirements
See pages 18 and 19.

Additional Course
Requirements
A keen interest in
engineering, technology and
machinery operations.

Assessment
Assignments, practical and
written assessments, exams,
presentations and reports. 

Progression
Higher Education 
degree courses.

Career Opportunities
Technician, Machine
Operator, Machinery Sales
and Demonstrator, Army
Engineer, Contracting
Workshop Manager.

Visit one of our monthly Advice Mornings or our Summer Open Day. Check the website for details. 3736 Detailed course factsheets are available from www.myerscough.ac.uk or by calling 0800 652 5592

Agricultural
Engineering
BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma

In addition to obtaining the Level 3 qualification, the 
agricultural engineering study programme also includes
industry-related work experience, personal and course tutorials,
our innovative MyFuture career planning sessions and
additional classes in maths or English – leading to a GCSE
qualification. See page 18 for more information about English
and maths study requirements.

Successful completion of the Level 3 Diploma will enable
students to progress to Higher Education if desired, although
students seeking a more academic programme should also
consider the Level 3 Extended Diploma in Agricultural
Engineering which contains an additional six units compared 
to the Diploma.

Course Details

Location                         
Preston: Bilsborrow campus.

Duration
1 year full-time 
(Subsidiary Diploma).
2 years full-time (Diploma).

Level
Advanced.

Academic Entry
Requirements
See pages 18 and 19.

Additional Course
Requirements
A keen interest in 
engineering, technology and
machinery operations.

Assessment
Assignments, practical and
written assessments, exams,
presentations and reports. 

Progression
Higher Education 
degree courses.

Career Opportunities
Technician, Machine 
Operator, Machinery Sales
and Demonstrator, Army
Engineer, Contracting
Workshop Manager.
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Resources
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Myexperience

Land and
Wildlife

The awareness of environmental issues increases daily. Local authorities and
central government are funding and developing environmental resources,
alongside new business start-ups with a conservation theme.

Many job opportunities exist within the conservation, gamekeeping, fisheries and
commercial sectors and potential employers include the RSPB, the Environment
Agency, The National Trust, English Nature, local authorities, local wildlife trusts
and private estates. Opportunities also exist for students to become self-employed,
developing countryside craft skills such as hedgelaying and drystone walling.

The management of land and water for the
conservation of flora and fauna, general
recreation, environmental education and urban
regeneration requires a blend of skills. These
include an understanding of ecological principles,
knowledge of management and the practical
ability to carry out conservation and management
techniques – from river catchment systems to
rural and coastal habitats.

• A dedicated four hectare conservation area and
countryside management zone

• A purpose built Agriculture and Countryside 
‘Rural Skills’ teaching centre with 
state-of-the-art facilities

• Off road driving course for developing skills 
with tractors, trailers and 4WD vehicles

• Boundary access to the Lancaster Canal 
• Armoury, rifle range and dog kennelling

• Facilities for trial work and research 
• A quality, stocked and maintained fishing lake 

on site, along with access to the Lancaster Canal
and the River Brock

• Game bird hatching and rearing facilities
• College game shoot which operates in the winter

and involves student participation
• Comprehensive field study equipment
• Machinery and estate management workshops

From student to conservationist:
Conservation is in my blood; I’m passionate about
conservation issues and the difference they can make
to the future of the countryside, so this course 
was an obvious choice for me. I won the college’s
prestigious Special Achievement Award at the end-of-
year awards ceremony and have just been offered the
position of Conservation & Landscapes Operative 
for the Lancashire, Manchester and North Merseyside
Wildlife Trust. I can now put into practice both the
theory and the hands-on practical
skills that I have learned – how
rewarding is that? 

Taking care
of the great
outdoors The Level 2 Technical Certificate is an excellent introductory

study programme for students wishing to further their knowledge
of the countryside and the environment. It is extremely popular
with school leavers, providing practical knowledge and
experience combined with an academic study of the scientific
principles of countryside and the environment.

The Technical Certificate study programme provides a broad
understanding of conservation, countryside studies, game
management and estate maintenance, with a view to
progressing to one of our Level 3 Diploma programmes, or to
start work in the industry.

Students undertake core units which cover conservation and
improvement of British habitats (habitat knowledge, factors that
affect wildlife, relationships between species and habitats),
practical landbased estate skills (fencing, hedgelaying, walling
and grounds maintenance), land-based machinery operations
and a work experience module within the industry.

Those students who wish to follow a game management route
can choose a series of units that cover firearms safety, pest and
predator control, game and deer species in the UK, maintenance
of game and deer populations and assisting with organised
shooting activities.

Those students who wish to follow a conservation route can
choose units that cover species identification and surveying,
environmental conservation of flora and fauna, land and
countryside use and countryside interpretation and recreation.

In addition to obtaining the Level 2 Technical Certificate, the land
and wildlife study programme also includes industry-related work
experience, personal and course tutorials, our innovative
MyFuture career planning sessions and additional classes in
maths and/or English – leading to either GCSE or Functional
Skills qualifications. 

Land and Wildlife
Management
City and Guilds Level 2 Technical Certificate

Course Details

Location
Preston: Bilsborrow campus.

Duration
1 year full-time.

Level
Intermediate.

Academic Entry
Requirements
See pages 18 and 19.

Additional Course
Requirements
A keen interest in countryside
and the environment. 

Assessment
Practical assessments,
assignments, coursework 
and exams.

Progression
Level 3 programmes
in Land and Wildlife.

Career Opportunities
Assistant Gamekeeper,
Assistant to Countryside
Managers and Rangers.  

Game shooting is a vibrant and growing sport which contributes
to a dynamic and sustainable rural economy, acting as a
powerful force for the conservation of the rural British landscape
and the biodiversity of the countryside. It contributes £1.6 billion
to the British economy annually, provides the equivalent of
70,000 full time jobs and involves the management of two thirds
of the British rural land area.

British gamekeepers are sought-after the world over, and have 
a reputation for producing world class game shooting.
Myerscough College is proud that its former gamekeeping
students now actively manage huge areas of the British
countryside for game shooting, and that the basis of their
gamekeeping skills – such as pest and predator control and
game bird production – were taught and developed on the
Myerscough College estate.

Game management students engage in running the College
shoot, learning shooting skills, how to train and care for
gundogs, and the hatching and rearing of game birds, among 
a range of other game related subjects.
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Land and Wildlife Management
City and Guilds Level 3 Advanced Technical Certificate (360) – Game or Conservation pathway
City and Guilds Level 3 Advanced Technical Extended Diploma (720)– Game or Conservation pathway

The Level 3 Advanced Technical Extended Diploma qualification is 
a popular option for school leavers, young adults and successful
Level 2 Diploma students. This two-year study programme is
equivalent to three A Levels and is designed for students who wish
to develop a comprehensive overview of countryside management,
encompassing practical techniques and technical skills.

The units studied have a strong academic focus – requiring
dedication and hard work – whilst still delivering a range of
important practical skills. Students enjoy the wide variety of subjects
that are covered, with the programme having been designed to
develop and build knowledge and skills throughout the two-year
period. The programme incorporates all 12 units from the two-year
Level 3 Advanced Technical Extended Diploma (720) (adjacent),
with students on the Extended Diploma (1080) studying several
additional units each year.

Additional units on the habitat conservation route may cover the
principles of physical and biological environmental processes,
grassland management, coastal management (habitat
identification, threats, control and practical management) and
ecological concepts and application.

Additional units on the game management option may cover the
ecology of game species (identification, behaviour, habitats and
population management), the principles of game management
(physical influences, social and ethical arguments, laws and codes
of practice and organisations within the industry), undertaking shoot
management and working dogs.

A range of additional qualifications are available to students (some
at additional cost), enhancing their employment prospects. These
may include training and assessment in ATV operation and practical
countryside skills such as the popular Deer Stalking Certificate.

In addition to obtaining the Level 3 qualification, the Land and
Wildlife study programme also includes industry-related work

experience, personal and course tutorials and our innovative
MyFuture career planning sessions.

The Level 3 Advanced Technical Extended Diploma prepares
students for supervisory and junior management positions in 
the industry.

It is also a perfect foundation for students wishing to progress to
Higher Education – offering up to 168 UCAS Tariff points towards
entrance on a range of degree courses here at Myerscough or at
other universities and colleges.

Land and Wildlife Management
City and Guilds Level 3 Advanced Technical Diploma (540) – Game or Conservation pathway
City and Guilds Level 3 Advanced Technical Extended Diploma (1080) – Game or Conservation pathway

Course Details

Location
Preston: Bilsborrow campus.

Duration
1 year full-time (540).
2 years full-time (1080).

Level
Advanced.

Academic Entry
Requirements
See pages 18 and 19.

Additional Course
Requirements
A keen interest in countryside
and the environment. 

Assessment
Practical assessments,
assignments, coursework 
and exams.

Progression
Higher Education degree
courses. Myerscough
College offers a Foundation
Degree in Ecology and
Sustainable Land
Management with
progression to an Honours
Degree in Rural Resource
Management.

Career Opportunities
Countryside Ranger,
Gamekeeper, Reserve
Wardens, working on private
shoots and private estates,
and with organisations such
as the Forestry Commission.  

Course Details

Location
Preston: Bilsborrow campus.

Duration
1 year full-time (Certificate).
2 years full-time (Diploma).

Level
Advanced.

Academic Entry
Requirements
See pages 18 and 19.

Additional Course
Requirements
A keen interest in countryside
and the environment. 

Assessment
Practical assessments,
assignments, coursework 
and exams.

Progression
Higher Education 
degree courses.

Career Opportunities
Countryside Ranger,
Gamekeeper, Reserve
Wardens, working on private
shoots and private estates,
and with organisations such
as the Forestry Commission.  

The Level 3 Advanced Technical qualifications are popular 
options for school leavers and young adults looking to develop 
a comprehensive overview of land and wildlife management. 
They combine practical-based skills with academic theory and
classroom study.

The Advanced Technical Certificate is a one-year study programme
broadly equivalent to one A Level, whilst the two-year Diploma is
equivalent to two A Levels and ideal for progression to Higher
Education. Students who successfully complete the Advanced
Technical Certificate can, if they wish, progress directly to the
second year of the Advanced Technical Extended Diploma. 

Students can choose either to follow a “habitat conservation” 
or a “game management” route. Both options follow similar first
year units and provide a solid grounding in freshwater and 
wetland management, pest and predator control, estate skills, 
land-based machinery operations and the principals of wildlife
populations, ecology and conservation. An investigative project
provides the opportunity to research a specific topic related to
countryside management.

In year two the course further develops the necessary skills to
manage habitats such as woodlands, ponds and uplands. Specific
modules cover woodland management and fishery management,
deer management (species identification, behaviour and welfare),
gamebird production and the safe use of firearms. Students may
also be involved in running a Saturday shoot on the College estate
and in rearing pheasants for the College shoot. Students will also
complete a work experience placement in the countryside sector.

A range of additional qualifications are available to students (some
at additional cost), enhancing their employment prospects. These

may include training and assessment in Health & Safety, ATV
operation and practical countryside skills such as the popular Deer
Stalking Certificate Level 1 (DSC 1).

In addition to obtaining the Level 3 qualification, the countryside
study programme also includes industry-related work experience,
personal and course tutorials, our innovative MyFuture career
planning sessions and additional classes in maths or English –
leading to a GCSE qualification. See page 18 for more information
about English and maths study requirements.

Successful completion of the Level 3 Advanced Technical Extended
Diploma will enable students to progress to Higher Education if
desired, although students seeking a more academic programme
should also consider the Level 3 Advanced Technical Extended
Diploma (1080) in Land and Wildlife, which contains additional
units, compared to the 720 option.
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Animal Studies
Britain is well regarded as a nation of animal lovers,
from companion pets to large animal collections.
This has resulted in the development of a multi-
million pound industry, ranging from well-known
national pet feed companies to pet stores,
catteries, kennels and numerous other businesses
which provide for the needs of animals.

If you care about animals and have a deep interest
in their health and wellbeing, Myerscough provides
an excellent opportunity for you to further your
studies. Working with animals is highly rewarding.
It does however require long hours, alongside a
genuine passion and dedication.

Our courses cover a wide range of skills, and
provide the opportunity to care for companion
animals such as dogs, cats, rabbits and ferrets,
farm animals and ponies and more exotic species,
such as geckos, uromastyx, chameleons and a
wide range of invertebrates.

From student to animal expert: 
Over the course of my Level 3 study
programme I’ve always strived to be as
committed as possible to the course, to work
to a high standard and receive the best
grades I can. I loved my time at Myerscough
and it was a really interesting two years.

During this time, I undertook a work experience
placement at Langcliffe Kennels and Cattery. Working
within the industry really helped to develop my
confidence and abilities, and I was delighted to be
offered a full time position within the business as a
result of my hard work and qualification.  

It was great that my tutors thought so highly of me
and I was delighted to win the Outstanding Student
Award for Animal Studies.

Myexperience

Exploring the animal
kingdom
Resources

•  An aquarium of tropical and cold water amphibians 
and crustaceans

• A specialised herpetology room housing species from all
continents, covering a range of habitats

• Cattery – working in partnership with the Blue Cross 

• A block of nine day kennels

• A purpose built Sulcata Tortoise enclosure

• Farmyard animals, including goats, sheep, pigs, geese, turkeys,
ducks, Shetland ponies, alpacas and emus

• A fully equipped grooming parlour and canine hydrotherapy unit

• Facilities for trial work and research

• Specialist aviaries housing birds from around the world

• A range of commonly kept and exotic species of rodents 
(including Gambian pouched rats and sugar gliders)

• Free range poultry paddocks housing a large variety of species

• Specialist area dedicated to rabbits and guinea pigs containing
spacious enriched pens with a variety of breeds including British
and continental giant rabbits and Peruvian Guinea Pigs

• Ferrets housed in purpose 
built enclosure with indoor 
and outdoor runs

• Scottish Wildcat enclosure 
(part of national 
conservation programme)

Myerscough is home to a purpose built Animal Studies Centre which houses the following facilities:

Intermediate (Level 2) and 
Advanced (Level 3) Apprenticeships 
are available, covering a range of 
roles and occupations including 
management roles.

See pages 16-17 for information

Career Opportunities

There are many diverse businesses and opportunities within the
sector. These include pet shops, animal boarding establishments,
animal sanctuaries, animal training (entertainment, education, working
animals such as uniformed/security dogs), pet animal grooming,
animal welfare charities, animal care services (such as animal
hydrotherapy and dog walkers/sitters), zoos and wildlife parks
(including wildlife rehabilitation), animal visitor attractions and animal
related public services (such as dog/animal wardens).



The Level 1 Diploma is an ideal first step for anyone wishing to
launch a career in animal studies. It provides an introductory
programme of study in animal care and covers a wide selection
of practical skills required when working with a variety of
domestic animals.

Skills covered during the programme include assisting with
everyday feeding and watering duties, animal health and
wellbeing, handling and restraining animals, working safely
within the workplace and cleaning out and maintaining animal
accommodation. You will also investigate animals in the wild –
studying wildlife, species development and exotic zoo species.

Your time will be divided between the classroom and the
College’s purpose built Animal Academy developing practical
skills. This will involve working with a whole range of different
animals from fish and reptiles to goats, sheep and 
companion animals.

The study programme also includes industry-related work
experience, personal and course tutorials, our innovative
MyFuture career planning sessions and additional classes in
maths and/or English – leading to either GCSE or Functional
Skills qualifications. See page 18 for more information about
English and maths study requirements.

The Level 1 Diploma is designed so that students can progress
at their own speed while learning the basics of the subject.
Extra support is also available through our Inclusive Learning
team which can be discussed at interview.

This qualification provides a foundation of study from which
students can progress to an Intermediate qualification such as
the Level 2 Technical Certificate in Animal Care or ABC Level 2 

Practical Animal Care Skills.
Course Details

Location                         
Preston: Bilsborrow campus.
Blackburn: Witton Park.
Liverpool: Croxteth Park.
Warrington: Walton Hall.

Duration
1 year full-time.

Level
Foundation.

Academic Entry
Requirements
See pages 18 and 19.

Additional Course
Requirements
Students must have an
interest in the subject and

have some prior experience of
working with animals. Must be
working to E3 or higher which
will be assessed at interview. 

Assessment
Practical assessments,
controlled assessments and
exams.

Progression
Level 2 Technical Certificate in
Animal Care or ABC Level 2
Practical Animal Care Skills.

Career Opportunities
Employment in kennels,
catteries, pet shops,
grooming parlours and
welfare societies.
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Animal Care
City and Guilds Level 1 Diploma in
Land-based Studies (Animal Care)

Course Details

Location                         
Preston: Bilsborrow campus.
Blackburn: Witton Park.
Liverpool: Croxteth Park.
Warrington: Walton Hall.
Penrith: Ullswater CC.
Barrow: Furness College.

Duration
1 year full-time.

Level
Intermediate.

Academic Entry
Requirements
See pages 18 and 19.

Additional Course
Requirements
A strong interest and
commitment to animal 

care and welfare must be
demonstrated. Students are
expected to have completed 
a minimum of one-week 
work experience in the animal 
care industry.
Assessment
Practical assessment,
controlled assessments,
assignments, coursework
and exams.
Progression
Level 3 programmes in
Animal Management.
Career Opportunities
See the Career Opportunities
panel on page 43.

Animal Care
City and Guilds Level 2 Technical Certificate

The Level 3 Advanced Technical qualifications are popular
options for school leavers and young adults. They combine
practical-based skills with academic theory, classroom study
and external visits. The Advanced Technical Certificate is a one-
year study programme broadly equivalent to one 
A Level, whilst the two-year Diploma is equivalent to two
A Levels and ideal for progression to Higher Education. Students
who successfully complete the Advanced Technical Certificate
(360) can, if they wish, progress directly to the second year of the
Extended Diploma (720).

In year one students learn about animal feeding and nutrition,
animal health (including diseases, disorders, preventative care
and animal treatments), animal accommodation as well as
animal welfare and breed development (the domestication of
animals, the roles of animals in society, animal welfare legislation
and the role of animal welfare organisations.) Additional units
cover animal handling techniques, aquatics management
(commonly kept fish species, their biology, feeding regimes,
healthcare, tank and pond maintenance) and animal behaviour,
focussing on the body language, evolution, communication and
lifestyle across a broad range of animals. Core units include
animal biology (cell structures, animal tissues, skeletal system
and sensory organs), animal health and husbandry, maintenance
of accommodation, feeding, handling and health checks.

Students who choose the two-year Extended Diploma 
route can develop their interests during the second year of 
their programme. 

In the second year students can further develop their interest in
zoos and wildlife. Modules focus on wildlife management and
ecology, zoo collections, aquatics and animal management
along with farm livestock. 

In addition to obtaining the Level 3 qualification, the animal
management study programme also includes industry-related
work experience, personal and course tutorials, our 
innovative MyFuture career planning sessions and additional
classes in maths or English – leading to a GCSE qualification.
See page 18 for more information about English and maths
study requirements.

The mandatory work experience module supplements the
practical skills that students learn at the College. It is imperative
that students find a suitable work placement before they start
the programme. Popular options include veterinary 
practices, boarding kennels, pet shops or grooming parlours.
Further information about placements will be provided following
your application.

Successful completion of the Level 3 Extended Diploma (720)
will enable students to progress to Higher Education if desired,
although students seeking a more academic programme
should also consider the Level 3 Advanced Technical Extended
Diploma (1080) in Animal Management which contains an
additional six units compared to the 720 option. 

Course Details

Location                         
Preston: Bilsborrow campus.
Blackburn: Witton Park.
Liverpool: Croxteth Park.
Penrith: Ullswater CC.
Barrow: Furness College.

Duration
1 year full-time (Certificate).
2 years full-time (Diploma).

Level
Advanced.

Academic Entry
Requirements
See pages 18 and 19.

Additional Course
Requirements
A strong interest and
commitment to animal 
care and welfare must be

demonstrated. Students are
expected to have completed
a minimum of two-weeks
work experience in the animal
care industry and produce a
satisfactory reference.

Assessment
Practical assessment,
controlled assessments,
assignments, coursework
and exams.

Progression
Higher Education 
degree courses.

Career Opportunities
See the Career Opportunities
panel on page 43.
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Animal Management
City and Guilds Level 3 Advanced Technical Certificate (360)
City and Guilds Level 3 Advanced Technical Extended Diploma (720)

The Level 2 Technical Certificate is an excellent introductory
programme for students wishing to further their knowledge of
animal studies. It is extremely popular with school leavers and
students progressing from the Level 1 Diploma in Land-Based
Studies (Animal Care). The study programme provides practical
knowledge and experience, combining this with an academic
study of the principles of the subject. It gives students a broad
understanding of animal care, with a view to progressing to one
of our Level 3 programmes or to start work in the industry.

Students learn about a wide range of popular species 
and gain an overview of the animal care industry. Subjects
include animal behaviour and handling, animal welfare and
animal health/first aid, animal accommodation, animal 
biology (nutrition, growth and reproduction) and practical
animal feeding. 

In addition to obtaining the Level 2 Technical Certificate, the
animal care study programme also includes industry-related
work experience, personal and course tutorials, our innovative
MyFuture career planning sessions and additional classes in
maths and/or English – leading to either GCSE or Functional
Skills qualifications.

Work experience is a mandatory module that takes place one
day per week. It supplements the skills learned at College and
is key to gaining employment in the industry. It is important that
students find a suitable work placement before they start the
programme. Further information about placements will be
provided following your application.



The Level 3 Advanced Technical qualification is a popular
option for school leavers and young adults. The Diploma (540)
is a one-year study programme equivalent to 1.5 A Levels while
the two-year study programme (1080) is equivalent to three 
A Levels and is designed for students who wish to develop a
comprehensive overview of animal management,
encompassing practical techniques and technical skills.

The units studied have a strong academic focus – requiring
dedication and hard work – whilst still delivering a range of
important practical skills. Students enjoy the wide variety of
subjects that are covered, with the programme having been
designed to develop and build knowledge and skills throughout
the two-year period. The programme incorporates the majority
of the units from the one-year Level 3 Advanced Technical
Certificate (360) – (previous page), with students on the 1080
Extended Diploma studying several additional units each year.
Additional units include business management, exotic animal
health & husbandry and small animal rehabilitation.

Those with a specific interest in animal management can 
focus on kennel and cattery management, pet store
management, pet allied services, animal training, zoo, avian
and farm modules.

In addition to obtaining the Level 3 qualification, the animal
management study programme also includes industry-related
work experience, personal and course tutorials and our
innovative MyFuture career planning sessions. It is 
imperative that students find a suitable work placement before
they start the programme. Popular options include veterinary
practices, boarding kennels, pet shops or grooming parlours.
Further information about placements will be provided following
your application. 
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The Level 3 Advanced Technical Extended Diploma prepares
students for a wide range of career opportunities in the industry.
It is also a perfect foundation for students wishing to progress
to Higher Education – offering up to 168 UCAS Tariff points
towards entrance on a wide range of degree courses here at
Myerscough or Animal Science, Zoology or Veterinary Nursing
programmes at other universities and colleges.

Course Details

Location                         
Preston: Bilsborrow campus.
Blackburn: Witton Park.
Liverpool: Croxteth Park.
Penrith: Ullswater CC.
Barrow: Furness College.

Duration
1 year full-time Diploma
(540).
2 years full-time Extended
Diploma (1080)

Level
Advanced.

Academic Entry
Requirements
See pages 18 and 19.

Additional Course
Requirements
A strong interest and
commitment to animal 
care and welfare must be
demonstrated. Students are
expected to have completed
a minimum of two-weeks

work experience in the animal
care industry and produce a
satisfactory reference.

Assessment
Practical assessment,
controlled assessments,
assignments, coursework
and exams.

Progression
Higher Education degree
courses. Many students
progress to Myerscough
College’s Foundation Degree
in Welfare of Animals, 
the BSc (Hons) in Animal
Behaviour and Welfare 
or degree courses in 
Equine Science or 
Veterinary Nursing.

Career Opportunities
See the Career Opportunities
panel on page 43.
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Animal Management
City and Guilds Level 3 Advanced Technical Diploma (540)
City and Guilds Level 3 Advanced Technical Extended Diploma (1080)

This version of the Level 3 Advanced Technical Extended
Diploma is a popular option for those students who are focused
on starting a career in veterinary nursing. This two-year study
programme is equivalent to three A Levels and is designed for
those who wish to develop a comprehensive overview of animal
management, focused around the career aspirations of
becoming a veterinary nurse.

It combines practical sessions, academic theory, classroom
lectures, industry visits and case study exercises related to
animal management and animal nursing, taught by our Animal
Studies teaching team (with input from the Veterinary Nursing
staff) and based in our state-of-the-art Animal Studies and
Veterinary Nursing centres. Students enjoy the wide variety of
animal nursing and animal care subjects that are covered, with
the programme having been designed to develop and build
knowledge and skills – within the context of veterinary nursing –
throughout the two-year period.

The programme incorporates all the units from the Level 3
Advanced Technical Extended Diploma (adjacent), with
students on this Animal Nursing programme also undertaking
the City and Guilds (NPTC) Level 2 Award in the Safe Use of
Veterinary Medicines.

In addition to obtaining the Level 3 qualification, the study
programme also includes industry-related work experience, 

personal and course tutorials and our innovative MyFuture
career planning sessions. It is imperative that students find a
suitable work placement before they start the programme.
Popular options include veterinary practices, boarding kennels,
pet shops or grooming parlours. Further information about
placements will be provided following your application. 

The Level 3 Advanced Technical Extended Diploma is a perfect
foundation for students wishing to progress to Higher
Education – offering up to 168 UCAS Tariff points towards
university degrees in Veterinary Nursing, although students
might also consider options in Animal Science or Zoology at
other universities and colleges.

Course Details

Location                         
Preston: Bilsborrow campus.

Duration
2 years full-time.

Level
Advanced.

Academic Entry
Requirements
See pages 18 and 19.

Additional Course
Requirements
A strong interest and
commitment to animal 
care and welfare must be
demonstrated. Students are
expected to have completed
a minimum of two-weeks
work experience in the animal
care industry and produce a
satisfactory reference. 

In order to progress to 
Year 2 of this route a
Distinction in Biology must
be gained in Year 1 along
with work experience in a
Veterinary Practice.

Assessment
Practical assessment,
controlled assessments,
assignments, coursework
and exams.

Progression
Higher Education degree
courses. Many students
progress to Myerscough
College’s Foundation Degree
in Veterinary Nursing.

Career Opportunities
See the Career Opportunities
panel on page 43.

Animal Management
City and Guilds Level 3 Advanced Technical Extended Diploma (1080)
Specialist Animal/Veterinary Nursing Preparation Route



Level 3 Diploma Veterinary Nursing

Anyone wishing to undertake veterinary nursing training would
traditionally be employed in a veterinary practice that is an RCVS
registered Training Practice (TP). Students must also have five GCSE
passes at a minimum of grade 4/C including Maths, a Science and
English Language. The training is then arranged by the veterinary
practice and can be either self-funded or via the Apprenticeship
route. It lasts up to three years and includes written examinations,
practical examinations and assignments as well as maintaining
evidence of work in practice. Students attend College on either a day
release or block-release basis. Subjects include anatomy and
physiology, health and safety, surgical nursing and theatre practice. 

An equine veterinary nursing optional pathway is available in year two
of the block-release course. Students undertaking this route must be
employed at an equine training practice.

Myerscough also offers the opportunity for school leavers to enrol on
a two-year full-time Level 3 Advanced Technical Extended Diploma
programme in Animal Management (that focuses on animal nursing)
and includes the Level 3 award in the use of Veterinary Medicines.
This provides a background in animal care, science and nursing for
students looking to progress to either our Foundation Degree
Veterinary Nursing programme or to gain employment in practice as
a trainee nurse. Further information is on page 47.

For students who do not possess the required number of GCSEs it
is possible to train to become an Animal Nursing Assistant within a
Veterinary Practice. Employment can be at any veterinary practice,

not necessarily a Training Practice. The role of an Animal Nursing
Assistant involves working with the nursing staff in all areas of the
practice. It also includes general husbandry of a variety of species.

Student Animal Nursing Assistants usually undertake a minimum of
twelve months training on a correspondence course basis, with a
final exam and a portfolio of work in practice. Once qualified, it is then
possible to progress and undertake Veterinary Nursing training, as
long as students are working at a registered Training Practice and
possess either GCSE qualifications at grade 4/C in Maths and
English Language (or equivalent qualifications) or Functional Skills.

Higher Education Degree Route

The only alternative way to start a career in veterinary nursing is to
study for a three-year Foundation Degree in Veterinary Nursing. This
course includes placement experience within a veterinary practice.

To be considered for the degree course, students would typically be
aged 18 or over and have studied A Levels (including a biological
science) or a relevant National Diploma, Level 3 Diploma or Level 3
Extended Diploma qualification (eg Animal Management).
Applicants must also have 160 hours of work experience in a small
animal veterinary practice prior to starting the course and have
achieved 5 or more GCSEs at grade 4/C including Maths, a Science
and English Language.

More information is available in our University Centre’s Higher
Education Degree Course prospectus.
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Resources

Myerscough School of Veterinary Nursing has been an established provider of
education and training for veterinary nurses for more than 40 years, and was granted
approval from the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons in 1975. In this time the
College has successfully taught many small animal and equine student nurses from all
parts of Britain and Europe. 

The College’s state-of-the-art Veterinary Nursing Training Centre opened in autumn 2013
and provides excellent teaching and research facilities:

• A fully-equipped small animal operating theatre

• A radiography and dark room with ancillary equipment and ultra-sound scanner

• Anatomical, topographical and resuscitation models

• A suite of isolation and veterinary examination rooms

• Animal rehabilitation wards

• A range of housing units for different species of animals

Useful Contact

Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons

Belgravia House, 62-64 Horseferry Road, London SW1P 2AF

Tel: (0207) 222 2001   www.rcvs.org.uk/lifelong-learning

For more information about Veterinary Nursing training, 
click on the Animal Owners link and then navigate to the
Veterinary Careers section. 

Veterinary
Nursing

Veterinary Nurses (VNs) work alongside veterinary
surgeons and provide a high standard of care and
treatment for animals. This can include skilled
supportive care for ill animals as well as undertaking
minor surgery, monitoring animals during
anaesthesia, providing medical treatments and
carrying out diagnostic tests under veterinary
supervision. Veterinary nurses also play an important
role in the education of owners with regard to good
standards of patient care.

Excellence in practice,
with superb career prospects
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Arboriculture

Myerscough College works closely with employers and industry organisations to ensure that our students have the
necessary skills and expertise to meet the requirements of this growing industry. Our students are highly sought after,
with many now working as professionally qualified arborists in highly rewarding positions throughout the industry.

Myerscough College really is at the ‘cutting edge’ of developments in arboriculture. It is rightly regarded by 
many people as the leading UK centre for further and higher education in the subject. 

Arboriculture involves all aspects of the care 
and management of trees and woodlands, 
so that people and trees can co-exist in a
sustainable environment.

The arboriculture industry is rapidly expanding,
fuelled by growing awareness of the need for
correct tree management and heightened public
interest in environmental issues. 

Advances in tree biology, equipment and
techniques have resulted in fundamental 
changes to traditional tree work practices and
arboriculture has moved away from the ‘tree
surgery’ approach to ‘tree care’ approach.

From student to tree surgeon: 
I wanted to raise my career potential, 
so I chose a highly regarded course. 
I’m learning all about the arboriculture
industry, from tree climbing to soil 
science and ecology, and there’s a lot of
challenging practical work involved. 
I started out on the Level 2 programme where 
I won Myerscough’s Arboriculture Award – first prize
– at the end of year awards which has really
encouraged me to continue my studies and achieve
as much as I can. My ambition is to work full time
as a climber and to set up a small part-time
business doing tree surgery, so I’ll be scaling new
heights every day.

Myexperience

Tree care 
and management

Resources
• 50 chainsaws (Stihl, Jonsered and Husqvarna)

and ancillary equipment

• Specialist tree climbing equipment, mobile
elevating work platform, pruners, chippers and
stump grinder

• Tree nursery and tissue culture unit

• Mobile arboriculture unit for off-site 
practical work

• Specialist decay detection equipment

• Facilities for trial and research work

• Computerised tree inventory software

• 30 hectares of woodland

• Arboretum and pinetum

• Indoor climbing facility

Myerscough College is a centre of
excellence for arboriculture and 
urban forestry. 

It is also home to the purpose 
built National Centre for Arboriculture,
a state of the art teaching facility 
for the subject. Additional
resources include:

Intermediate (Level 2) and 
Advanced (Level 3) Apprenticeships 
are available, covering a range of 
roles and occupations including 
management roles.

See pages 16-17 for information

Myerscough introduced the UK’s first Foundation Degree and the
first Honours Degree in Arboriculture. It went on to develop the first
online Degrees and, most recently, the first Masters Degree in
Arboriculture. It continues to set the international standard for
education in arboriculture, with many students progressing to make
significant contributions to the industry.
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The Level 2 Technical Certificate is an excellent introductory
study programme for students wishing to further their
knowledge of tree care. It is extremely popular with both 
school leavers and students progressing from the Level 1
Diploma in Horticulture.

The programme provides practical knowledge and experience,
combining this with an academic study of the principles of
arboriculture. It is designed to give you a broad understanding
of the subject, with a view to progressing to our Level 3
Advanced Technical Certificate programme, or to start work in
the industry.

Students undertake a range of units which cover environmental
and land-based business (finance, marketing and business
analysis), an overview of the arboriculture sector (tree climbing
and general tree work), tree and woodland ecology and an
introduction to land-based machinery.

A range of additional NPTC Award qualifications are available to
students (some at additional cost), enhancing their employment
prospects. These may include training and assessment in
chainsaw use, climbing trees, performing aerial rescue and
using manually fed wood chippers.

In addition to obtaining the Level 2 qualification, 
the arboriculture study programme also includes personal 
and course tutorials, our innovative MyFuture career planning
sessions and additional classes in maths and/or English –
leading to either GCSE or Functional Skills qualifications. See
page 18 for more information about English and maths study
requirements.

Course Details

Location
Preston: Bilsborrow campus.
Liverpool: Croxteth Park.
Penrith: Ullswater CC.

Duration
1 year full-time.

Level
Intermediate.

Academic Entry
Requirements
See pages 18 and 19.

Additional Course
Requirements
A keen interest in tree care
and forestry.

Assessment
Practical assessments,
exams and tests.

Progression
Level 3 Advanced Technical
Certificate in Arboriculture.

Career opportunities
Grounds Maintenance
Worker or Ground Staff for 
an Arboriculture Contractor. 

Arboriculture
City and Guilds Level 2 Technical Certificate

The Level 3 Advanced Technical Qualifications are a popular
option for those students who have already completed a Level 2
qualification in Arboriculture or adults with some arboriculture
industry experience. The course combines theoretical knowledge
and classroom study with practical skills. The Advanced
Technical Certificate is a one-year study programme broadly
equivalent to one A Level. 

Students will learn the principles of plant science (the function of
plant structures, plant and tree growth, and development) and
soil science (investigating soil characteristics and how they affect
tree growth and development in relation to woodland, park and
forest maintenance. Additional units cover the identification,
planting, and care of trees, principles of tree felling and chainsaw
use and also pests, diseases and disorders of trees. Learners will
also undertake a unit relating to land-based machinery
operations in relation to arboriculture. 

A range of additional NPTC award qualifications are available to
students enhancing their employment prospects (for learners aged
19+ there may be an additional cost for assessment). NPTC
qualifications include felling trees up to 380mm in diameter and
cutting of trees with a chainsaw using freefall techniques. 
Please note that learners who have completed the Level 2
qualification will have already undertaken NPTC qualifications in
chainsaw maintenance and cross-cutting, climbing and aerial
rescue and woodchippers.

In additional to obtaining the Level 3 qualification, the arboriculture
study programme also includes industry-related work experience
(please note, students will be expected to complete 150 hours of
work experience in the academic year), personal and course
tutorials, our innovative MyFuture career planning sessions and
additional classes in maths or English – leading to a GCSE
qualification. See page 18 for more information about English and
maths study requirements.

Successful completion of the Level 3 qualification will enable
students to progress to employment in the industry and the
opportunity to progress onto a Level 4 certificate (part-time online)
qualification, or become certified by the ISA through completion of
the study programme and successful passing of the exam. Learners
who achieve a Distinction overall for the qualification will be able to
progress to the Foundation Degree in Arboriculture.

Course Details

Location 
Preston: Bilsborrow campus.
Liverpool: Croxteth Park
Penrith: Ullswater CC.

Duration
1 year full-time.

Level
Advanced.

Academic Entry
Requirements
See pages 18 and 19.

Additional Course
Requirements
A keen interest in tree care
and forestry.

Assessment
Assignments, practical
and written assessments
and exams.

Progression
Royal Forestry Society 
part-time online 
study programmes.

Career Opportunities
Climber/Groundsperson,
Supervisor of a Tree Work
Team, Local Authority 
or Private Contractor, 
Self employed Tree 
Work Contractor.
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Arboriculture
City and Guilds Level 3 Advanced Technical Certificate (360)

Arboriculture in the News
Arboriculture students climb to 
the top of Macmillan fundraising

Myerscough arboriculture staff and students raised £3,294.89
for Macmillan Cancer Support by climbing the height of Mount
Everest during the College’s annual Open Day & Country Fair. A
40-strong group used a tree on campus to ‘conquer Mount
Everest’ by climbing a total of just over 29,000 feet, or almost
8,850 metres, with some members of the team going up and
down the tree up to forty times each during the event.

Arboriculture students win Northern
College Climbing Competition

A group of arboriculture students from Myerscough College’s
Preston campus were victorious in the annual Northern College
Climbing Competition.

Myerscough entered teams from both the College’s campuses
at Preston and Croxteth in the event, which was held at
Myerscough’s Liverpool centre, in the grounds of Croxteth Park.
It was the Myerscough team from the Preston centre who
emerged triumphant, earning first place in both the first and
second year categories.



The equine department at Myerscough College has excellent resources. A busy equestrian centre runs
affiliated and unaffiliated events as well as being a training and examination centre for British Horse
Society qualifications.

Myerscough is well known as one of the leading equine colleges in Britain. The facilities and expert
knowledge of the tutors provide an ideal learning environment. The lecturing staff are active in the
equine industry, competing and training outside college.

On course for 
an equestrian career
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Equine Studies
The equine industry in the United Kingdom is
expanding rapidly, with a turnover approaching 
£4.5 billion per year. 

It encompasses many different sectors, from racing,
driving and endurance to dressage, horse trials and
show jumping. These areas are supported by a
large ancillary industry and leisure market which
provides extensive career opportunities.

Myexperience

I’ve always wanted to work with horses and this course
has really opened up many possibilities for me. The
fantastic facilities on site provide a brilliant learning
atmosphere, while the wonderful staff have always been
there to offer encouragement. I have learned from them
never to give up – and my hard work resulted in me
being awarded the Outstanding Student for Equitation
prize for my course. When the time came to choose a
university I didn’t hesitate to stay at Myerscough and
I’ve now progressed on to the Foundation Degree in
Equestrian Practice and Technology to further my
interest in Equine Management!

Intermediate (Level 2) and 
Advanced (Level 3) Apprenticeships 
are available, covering a range of 
roles and occupations including 
management roles.

See pages 16-17 for information

Resources
• International Arena (85m x 30m) with 

a heated gallery for 400 spectators
• Indoor school (66m x 20m) with 

a viewing gallery for 200 spectators
• 2 outdoor schools 

(20m x 60m and 45m x 65m)
• 50+ quality horses on site, of various

sizes, breeds and standards, stabled
in four professional and friendly yards

• Extensive show jumps
• Cross country fences and 

horse walker
• GPS heart rate monitors
•  Weighbridge and a well-stocked 

tack shop   
• Two dimensional motion analysis

software (Quintic and Hu-man) with
high speed video camera

• A range of laboratories 
• Youngstock and specialist 

youngstock housing
• Equissage equine specialist

motorised massage sets and 
Zamar therapy

• Anatomical demonstration models
• Coldwater therapy spa 

and solarium



The Level 1 Diploma study programme is designed for 
students who want to follow a ‘hands on’ practical route in horse
care. A passion for horses is transformed into a meaningful
qualification. No formal exam qualifications are needed and the
programme covers a wide range of practical skills required
when working with horses. These include everyday stable yard
duties, feeding, grooming and handling of horses (leading,
catching and turning out), fitting and removing horse clothing
and tack as well as basic riding skills and techniques.

The Level 1 Diploma study programme includes industry-
related work experience, personal and course tutorials, our
innovative MyFuture career planning sessions and additional
classes in maths and/or English – leading to either GCSE or
Functional Skills qualifications. 

The study programme is designed so that students can
progress at their own speed while learning the basics of the
subject. Additional support can be made available through our
Inclusive Learning team.

This qualification provides a foundation of study from which
students can progress to an Intermediate qualification such as
the Level 2 Technical Certificate in Horse Care.

Course Details

Location
Preston: Bilsborrow campus. 
Liverpool: Croxteth Park. 

Duration  
1 year full-time.

Level 
Foundation.

Entry Requirements 
See pages 18 and 19.

Additional Course
Requirements 
A basic ability in 
handling horses.

Assessment 
Practical assessments,
coursework and tests. There
are no formal examinations.

Progression 
Level 2 Technical Certificate
in Horse Care.

Career Opportunities 
Groom, Stable Hand.
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Horse Care
EQL Level 1 Work Based Diploma

The Level 2 Technical Certificate is an excellent introductory
study programme for students wishing to further their
knowledge of the equine industry. It is extremely popular with
school leavers and students progressing from the Level 1
Diploma in Horse Care. The programme provides practical
knowledge and experience, combining this with an academic
study of the principles of horse care. Your stable management
and riding skills will also be developed.

Students undertake eight mandatory units, covering routine
stable duties (cleaning stables, preparing bedding and daily
checks on horses), feeding and watering horses (including
basic rations, nutrition and dietary requirements), health and
safety, equine health, horse handling/grooming and lungeing.

There are also several optional units within the programme,
tailored to your riding ability – from non-rider through to
experienced rider. These include horse behaviour, riding horses
under supervision, riding and exercising horses and preparing
for transportation. 

All students are required to undertake weekend practical duties,
one weekend in four.

In addition to obtaining the Level 2 Technical Certificate, the
study programme also includes industry-related work
experience, personal and course tutorials, our innovative
MyFuture career planning sessions and additional classes in
maths and/or English - leading to either GCSE or Functional
Skills qualifications. See page 18 for more information about
English and maths study requirements. 

Course Details

Location
Preston: Bilsborrow campus.
Liverpool: Croxteth Park.

Duration 
1 year full-time.

Level 
Intermediate.

Entry requirements     
See pages 18 and 19.

Additional Course
Requirements  
Confidence and
independence in handling,

leading, mounting and 
riding horses.

Assessment 
Practical assessments,
assignments, coursework
and exams.

Progression
Level 3 Certificate and
Diploma suite in Equine
Management.

Career opportunities
Groom, Stable Hand.

Horse Care
City and Guilds Level 2 Technical Certificate

My-Tack equestrian shop



The Level 3 Advanced Technical qualifications are popular
options for school leavers and young adults. They combine
practical-based skills on the yard with academic theory and
classroom study. The Advanced Technical Certificate is a one-
year study programme broadly equivalent to one A Level, whilst
the two-year Diploma is equivalent to two A Levels and ideal for
progression to Higher Education. Students who successfully
complete the Advanced Technical Certificate can, if they wish,
progress directly to the second year of the Diploma.

In year one students learn about equine health (including
preventative care and animal treatments) and the selection and
fitment of horse tack and equipment (bridles, saddles,
martingales, training aids, bandages, rugs and boots). Various
grooming techniques are taught, including washing, trimming,
plaiting and clipping. On a practical level students are taught a
range of techniques in riding and exercising horses – on the
ground, over jumps and on the open road (subject to riding
ability.) Students wishing to undertake the riding options are
expected to be able to work towards BHS Stage 2 level.

Students who successfully complete the one-year Advanced
Technical Certificate can progress to complete the Technical
Extended Diploma during their second year. Additional units
cover riding horses on the flat (using training exercises to
improve flatwork), equine feeding, equine nutrition and
becoming familiar with the art of working young horses from the
ground (and backing and training of young horses), with the
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goal to produce sound riding horses. Students also learn
about the biological systems of horses, horse rehabilitation
and therapy, the principles of equitation and organising an
equine event.

All students undertake stable and yard management duties on
a rota basis, one day per week. In addition, all students are
required to undertake weekend practical duties, one weekend
in four during term time. These start at 9.00am and finish at
4.00pm. Students are also required to undertake a period of
equine-related work experience at an external establishment
during the academic year.

In addition to obtaining the Level 3 qualification, the equine
study programme also includes personal and course tutorials,
our innovative MyFuture career planning sessions and
additional classes in maths or English – leading to a GCSE
qualification. See page 18 for more information about English
and maths study requirements. The College also actively
encourages students to enter for the appropriate level of British
Horse Society qualification.

Successful completion of the Level 3 Extended Diploma (720)
will enable students to progress to Higher Education if desired,
although students seeking a more academic programme
should also consider the Level 3 Advanced Technical Extended
Diploma (1080) in Horse Management which contains
additional units compared to the Diploma.

Course Details

Location
Preston: Bilsborrow campus.
Liverpool: Croxteth Park.

Duration 
1 year full-time (Certificate).
2 years full-time (Diploma).

Level   
Advanced.

Academic Entry
Requirements
See pages 18 and 19.

Additional Course
Requirements
Proficiency in handling 
and leading horses and
confidence and
independence in mounting
and riding horses.

Assessment
Practical assessments,
assignments, coursework
and exams.

Progression
Higher Education degree
courses. Many students
progress to Myerscough
College’s Foundation
Degrees in Equine Science
or Equine Management.

Career Opportunities
Stable Yard Supervisor,
Competition Groom, Event
Supervisor, Work Rider, Stud
Supervisor or Retail/Business
administration.

Horse Management
City and Guilds Level 3 Advanced Technical Certificate (360)
City and Guilds Level 3 Advanced Technical Extended Diploma (720)

The Level 3 Advanced Technical Extended Diploma qualification
is a popular option for school leavers, young adults. This two-
year study programme is equivalent to three A Levels and is
designed for students who wish to develop a comprehensive
overview of horse care and equine management,
encompassing practical techniques and technical skills.

The units studied have a strong academic focus – requiring
dedication and hard work – whilst still delivering a range of
important practical skills. Students enjoy the wide variety of
subjects that are covered, with the course having been
designed to develop and build knowledge and skills throughout
the two-year period.

The programme incorporates the majority of the units from the
two-year Level 3 Advanced Technical Extended Diploma
(adjacent), with students on the Extended Diploma studying
several additional units each year. (Students enrol initially on a
one-year ‘Technical Diploma (540)’ qualification and then,
subject to successful completion, progress to the next units –

achieving the Extended Diploma (1080) at the end of their
second year.) The additional core units in the first year include
horse behaviour and welfare and a study of the biological
systems of horses.

During the second year the additional core units include the
principles of horse fitness and business management in the
land-based sector. Optional units include competition
grooming, undertaking a specialist project, riding horses over
fences and equestrian coaching.

All students undertake stable and yard management duties on
a rota basis, one day per week. In addition, all students are
required to undertake weekend practical duties, one weekend
in four during term time. These start at 9.00am and finish at
4.00pm. Students are also required to undertake a period of
equine-related work experience at an external establishment
during the academic year.

In addition to obtaining the Level 3 qualification, the equine
study programme also includes industry-related work
experience, personal and course tutorials and our innovative
MyFuture career planning sessions.

The Level 3 Advanced Technical Extended Diploma prepares
students for supervisory and junior management positions in
the industry. It is also a perfect foundation for students wishing
to progress to Higher Education – offering up to 168 UCAS Tariff
points towards entrance on a wide range of degree courses here
at Myerscough or at other universities and colleges. 

Course Details

Location
Preston: Bilsborrow campus.
Liverpool: Croxteth Park.

Duration 
2 years full-time. 

Level
Advanced.

Academic Entry
Requirements
See pages 18 and 19.

Additional Course
Requirements
Proficiency in handling 
and leading horses, 
and confidence and
independence in mounting
and riding horses.

Assessment
Practical assessments,
assignments, coursework
and exams.

Progression
Higher Education degree
courses. Myerscough
College offers Foundation
Degrees and Honours
Degrees in Equine Science
or Equine Management. 

Career Opportunities
Stable Yard Supervisor,
Competition Groom, Event
Supervisor, Work Rider, Stud
Supervisor or Retail/Business
administration.

Horse Management
City and Guilds Level 3 Advanced Technical Extended Diploma (1080)



This qualification is a pre-requisite for entry onto the Farriery
Apprenticeship. It delivers the foundation skills required for using
and maintaining basic blacksmith’s tools, operating a forge
safely and introducing the practical blacksmithing techniques of
forging, forming, cutting and joining.

This intensive course is primarily for those students who wish 
to develop a career in farriery or blacksmithing as well as those
who wish to develop forging skills in conjunction with existing
professional abilities such as engineers or metalwork artists.

The qualification is recognised throughout the UK and is a
compulsory requirement for any student wishing to undertake 
a Farriery Apprenticeship.

Course Details

Location
Preston: Bilsborrow campus.

Duration
12 weeks.
The course runs three times
each year, in September,
January and April.

Level
Intermediate.

Entry Requirements
5 GCSEs at 9-4 (formerly 
A-C) including English
Language, Maths and a
science for those applicants
looking to progress to a
farriery apprenticeship.
Applicants must also 
attend an interview and
Forge Assessment.

Additional Course
Requirements 
A keen interest in 
pursuing a career as a 
farrier or blacksmith.

Assessment
Multiple choice online test,
portfolio of work and 
practical exam.

Progression
Farriery Apprenticeship
(Level 3 Farriery).

Career Opportunities
Students passing this course
will have the qualification to
become an apprentice farrier.

Visit one of our monthly Advice Mornings or our Summer Open Day. Check the website for details. 61

Resources
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Myexperience

Farriery

Modern farriers must have knowledge of the anatomy of horses’ feet and legs,
be able to work alongside vets, manage and handle horses, understand and
meet the needs of clients and successfully run their own business. 

A farrier should not be confused with a blacksmith. A farrier works with 
horses but needs training in blacksmithing in order to make the shoe properly. 
A blacksmith works with iron but only a farrier is permitted to shoe horses.

Farriery, or the shoeing of horses, is an ancient craft
that sees you preparing and treating the foot of a
horse in order for it to receive a shoe. Farriery is hard
work and you will often deal with animals that may
be fractious and in distress.

A farrier is a skilled craftsperson with a sound
knowledge of both the theory and practice of the
craft, capable of shoeing all types of feet, whether
normal or defective and making shoes to suit all
types of horse and their working conditions. 

• Three farriery workshops, each with a floor area of
approximately 200m2

• 32 coke forges and associated anvils, leg vices and
hand tools

• A full range of additional equipment for blacksmithing,
farriery and metalworking

• 52 horses of various sizes, breeds and standards

• A full range of equine facilities (see page 54)

• Tiered seating demonstration area

• Farriery van with seating for four apprentices

• Small pony stud with access to young stock
for trimming

• Weekly visits to Lancashire Constabulary
Mounted Division to shoe police horses

From student to Registered Farrier
It may be an age-old-craft, but Myerscough’s approach to
teaching farriery and the facilities available on the course
are definitely up to the minute. It’s much more than being
a blacksmith; you need to know about horses, their
anatomy and how to handle them before you can make
and fit their shoes. I completed my apprenticeship at the
College and was proud to be one of only five apprentices
from that year to receive the Diploma from the Worshipful
Company of Farriers with a ‘Distinction’, and the first
woman to receive the Mike Seckington prize for the best
practical shoeing. Since then I’ve established my own
successful farriery business – I’m my own boss, with a
trade that’s always in demand. I’m also really pleased to
be back at Myerscough part-time,
teaching theory and practical farriery
to the current apprentices and the
farriers of the future.

An ancient
craft... yet a
thoroughly
modern trade There is only one way of becoming a farrier and that is to

complete the recognised Farriery Apprenticeship. 

The apprenticeship lasts four years – working for an
Approved Training Farrier and undertaking block release
training and assessment at Myerscough College to achieve
the Level 3 Trailblazer in Farriery (work-based), in
preparation to undertake the Worshipful Company of
Farriers (WCF) Diploma in Farriery.

The Level 2 Certificate in Forgework is a pre-requisite for the
Farriery apprenticeship.

Useful Information

To register as an Apprentice Farrier you must
have the following:

• A registered and qualified Approved Training Farrier (ATF)
willing to employ you as an apprentice for four years.

• 5 GCSEs at 9-4 (formerly A-C) or above to include Maths,
English Language (or equivalent) and a science.

• Completed the Level 2 Certificate in Forgework.

Further information about careers in farriery is available from:
The Farriers Registration Council www.farrier-reg.gov.uk
The Worshipful Company of Farriers www.wcf.org.uk

Farriery
Level 2 Certificate in Forgework



Myerscough celebrated its Floral Design Silver Jubilee in 2012, having been at the
forefront of floristry teaching for more than 25 years. It is regarded as one of the
leading colleges in the country for floristry, winning the prestigious BFA Training
Provider of the Year award. We have some of the most advanced design studios in
the country, having recently invested more than £250,000. 

Our courses are highly creative, taught by our well qualified and experienced
floristry team. They equip students with the range of academic knowledge, design
theory and practical skills required for successful careers in the industry.

Creative flair in 
full bloom
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Floristry and
Floral Design

Enrichment Activities

Students are actively encouraged to attend and take part in 
events and competitions during their courses. In recent years
students have successfully competed at the RHS Chelsea and
RHS Tatton Flower Shows as well as the World Skills competition.
As part of the programme there are often visits which students
attend to complement and underpin the development of their
knowledge of British and international design.

Career Opportunities

As well as working in florist shops, some students have progressed to
become freelance florists, to open their own shops or work
internationally. Other employment areas include corporate events
floristry, working for hotels and blue-chip clients, window dressing and
visualising, interior design, and lecturing or demonstrating to name just
a few. Many students also progress to Higher Education, continuing
their training on our popular Foundation Degree and, ultimately, BA
(Hons) top-up programme in Professional Floristry and Floral Design.

The floral design industry now reaches far beyond
the traditional confines of high street retailing.
Employment opportunities continue to grow in this
country and abroad, as the sector diversifies and
expands. The industry now employs more than
25,000 people and the fresh cut flower market alone
is worth more than £1.5 billion to the UK economy.

Resources

Myexperience

• Five floral design studios equipped with stainless steel 
custom made workbenches, flower food dosing units, 
sinks, display units, state of the art photography areas in all
rooms to aid portfolio design, visual aid equipment

• Experienced professional floristry tutors 
(ICSF and NDSF holders)

• Comprehensive range of teaching equipment and accessories

• Design and craft workshop facilities

• Exciting range of International visiting guest speakers, design
workshops and master classes

• Dedicated foliage borders

•  Walk in cold store

From student to Florist of the Year:
Since I left Myerscough in 2015, with a 
degree in Professional Floristry and Floral
Design, my career has really taken off and
culminated in me being crowned the 2017 RHS Chelsea
Florist of the Year, taking the title against some of the most
talented florists in the UK. 

Having worked freelance at events throughout the North
West, I’ve now moved from my hometown of Blackpool to
London to start a new job at Neill Strain Floral Couture,
which is really exciting!

Intermediate (Level 2) and 
Advanced (Level 3) Apprenticeships 
are available, covering a range of 
roles and occupations including 
management roles.

See pages 16-17 for information



Visit one of our monthly Open Mornings or a Summer HE Open Day. Check the website for details.      6564 Detailed course factsheets are available from www.myerscough.ac.uk or by calling 01995 642211

Floral Design in the News

A great year for floristry

Our floral design learners
enjoyed another great year, 
as staff and students took part
in a number of shows and
activities, as well as winning
national awards.

Students both past and present
were celebrated as being
among the best in the country
at the 2018 RHS Chelsea
Flower Show. In the Florist of
the Year competition,
Jacqueline Walsh, on the
Foundation Degree in
Professional Floristry & Floral Design study programme, was a
finalist alongside Vicky Clemson, a Myerscough graduate in
2015. Joanne Hargreaves was a finalist in the Young Florist of the
Year competition. Jacqueline was awarded Bronze by the judges
for her take on the design brief, with competitors asked to create
a Floral Wedding Throne.

Myerscough College’s floristry department was named the best
in the country at the industry’s annual national awards 
ceremony. The College won Training Provider of the Year at the
British Florist Association Awards. It’s the third time in four years
that Myerscough has won the accolade.

Floristry students took part in several industry related events this
year to support their studies. These have including
demonstrating at Festive Food and Flowers Show in Blackpool,
creating designs that were displayed at the annual BFA 
Fleurex exhibition and large showcase displays for the
Myerscough Country Fair. The highlight of the year was taking
part in their first floristry competition – the BFA/RHS Chelsea
Newcomer Competition. Three Myerscough students secured 
the top three places.

Course Details

Location
Preston: Bilsborrow campus.

Duration
1 year full-time.

Level
Advanced.

Academic Entry
Requirements
See pages 18 and 19.

Additional Course
Requirements
A keen interest in flowers,
plants and design is
important. 

Assessment
Assignments, practical and
written assessments, portfolio
and exam.

Progression
Higher Education degree
courses, with an additional
year of study. Students could
progress to Myerscough
College’s Foundation Degree
in Professional Floristry and
Floral Design.

Career Opportunities
Employment opportunities 
as a senior florist or a 
shop manager.

Floristry
City & Guilds Level 3 Advanced Technical Diploma (540) 

The Level 3 Advanced Technical Diploma qualifications are popular
options for school leavers and young adults. They combine practical-
based skills with academic theory and classroom study. The Advanced
Technical Diploma (540) is a one-year course broadly equivalent to 1½
A Levels.

Students learn about the principles and practical aspects of flower
conditioning (identifying flowers, preparing and conditioning cut flowers
and foliage safely and being able to store and stock rotate them).
Additional units help to develop creative skills by planning, assembling
and evaluating a comprehensive range of diverse floral designs,
including sympathy floristry and tied, wired and glued floral designs.

Time is also spent on the principles of creative design, focusing on the
understanding and development of design ideas, sources of inspiration
and creativity. This includes predicting trends within the creative
industries, not only floristry but also interior design and fashion.

Supplementary units cover the structure and processes of flowering
and foliage plants, issues and legislation within the industry, floral
display techniques and the use of photographic techniques in floral art
and design. Planning, assembling and evaluating accessories and
novelty designs are also included, as is a focus on health and safety
and period of work experience in the Floral Design industry.

Another important aspect is business management and marketing in
floristry. The Diploma study programme focuses on the management of
a floristry business – including day-to-day staff management, marketing
and financial control. It also includes a unit on event floristry, creating
designs suitable for special occasions at venues from churches and
hotels to marquees and private homes.

The floral design study programme also includes 150 hours of industry-
related work experience, personal and course tutorials, our innovative
MyFuture career planning sessions and additional classes in maths or
English – leading to a GCSE qualification. See page 18 for more
information about English and maths study requirements.

The Level 3 Diploma prepares students for a wider range of careers in
the floral design sector. It also provides a platform for students wishing
to progress to Higher Education, offering up to 84 UCAS Tariff points
towards entrance on Foundation Degree courses here at Myerscough
or at other universities and colleges. However, in many cases, an
additional year of study would be required prior to commencing a
degree course.

The Level 2 Diploma is an excellent introductory study
programme for students wishing to further their knowledge of
art and design, with a specific focus on creative design. It is
extremely popular with school leavers who want to combine
practical based training with sound theoretical knowledge, often
with a view to progressing to our Level 3 programme.

The Diploma provides an opportunity to research and explore
different aspects of art, photography, craft and design from
contemporary, historical and cultural sources. Students learn
about both 2D visual communication (drawing, painting,
photography and printmaking) as well as 3D communication
(construction, modelling, carving and casting).

A series of photographic briefs will enable students to develop
skills in a range of techniques and processes – often using the
picturesque scenery around the Myerscough campus as a
base for such creativity. A key focus is also placed on working
with digital photography, learning about the formulation,
planning, production and editing of digital art and design.

Students also gain a broad understanding of the art and design
industry and the employment opportunities available within it

In addition to obtaining the Level 2 Diploma qualification, the
study programme also includes industry-related work
experience (which could be undertaken in floral design),
personal and course tutorials, our innovative MyFuture career
planning sessions and additional classes in maths and/or
English – leading to either GCSE or Functional Skills
qualifications. See page 18 for more information about English
and maths study requirements.

Course Details

Location
Preston: Bilsborrow campus.

Duration
1 year full-time.

Level
Intermediate.

Entry Requirements
See pages 18 and 19.

Additional Course
Requirements
A keen interest and
enthusiasm in creative
design including
photography.

Assessment 
Practical assessments,
coursework and tests.

Progression                           
Level 3 Advanced Technical
Diploma in Floristry.

Career Opportunities  
Photographic assistant, 
work in the photographic
retail industry.

Creative Design
BTEC Level 2 Diploma (Creative Design)



With a strong public interest in gardening and plants,
horticulture is becoming a rapid growth area. Career
opportunities exist for gardeners and head gardeners
in both private and public parks and gardens.
Additional employment areas include specialist
nurseries, garden centres, local authorities and
grounds maintenance contractors.

According to the Royal Horticultural Society, the
horticulture industry is the largest employer in the
UK, supplying 18 million gardeners. 

The number of garden centres continues to increase
and the public demand for attractive horticultural
landscapes remains strong. This means that plant
growers, suppliers and managers are constantly
looking for ways to improve their businesses. 

Horticulture study programmes at Myerscough College cover an extensive
range of plant production and service sector skills; from garden maintenance
to landscape design and plant propagation. 

Plant knowledge is fundamental to all programmes and each one is designed
to provide students with the skills, knowledge and understanding required for
a career in horticulture. Particular emphasis is also given to the management
skills required to run a successful horticultural business.

Visit one of our monthly Advice Mornings or our Summer Open Day. Check the website for details. 6766 Detailed course factsheets are available from www.myerscough.ac.uk or by calling 0800 652 5592

Horticulture

Resources

Myexperience

• Extensive plant collection including 
arboretum (deciduous tree collection), 
pinetum (coniferous tree collection) and
demonstration gardens

• Five hectares of ornamental features and
landscaped grounds

• A range of display glasshouses featuring four
different environmental regimes

• A dedicated nursery stock production unit

• A range of glasshouses for crop production

• Commercial plant centre at our Preston campus

• An extensive area of woodland

• A new purpose-built landscape workshop and
fully equipped landscape drawing studio

From student to gardener: 
Gardening is my passion and now, 
thanks to Myerscough, I’m cultivating 
the knowledge and skills to make it my
career too.

My work placement was at the Royal Horticultural Society’s
Harlow Carr Gardens in Harrogate, a fantastic experience
that helped me to achieve the RHS Practical Certificate. 
My next goal is the prestigious Kew Diploma and my 
ultimate ambition to become a head gardener or else own 
my own business. 

Helping hand 
for green fingers Intermediate (Level 2) and 

Advanced (Level 3) Apprenticeships 
are available, covering a range of 
roles and occupations including 
management roles.

See pages 16-17 for information

Christine Walkden,
Plantswoman and
Horticulturalist is an
Honorary Fellow of
Myerscough College

Myerscough’s Gold Medal winning gardens, 
North West in Bloom Awards

Myerscough is a registered member of the Horticultural Trades
Association, the Association of Professional Landscapers and the
British Association of Landscape Industries. Each of these
organisations run networking events for horticulturalists that
students can attend to gain up to date knowledge of issues,
trends and research happening in the industry.



Horticulture
City and Guilds Level 1 Diploma in
Land Based Studies (Horticulture)

The Level 1 Diploma study programme is an ideal first step
towards a career in horticulture. It provides a basic introductory
‘hands on’ programme of study in horticulture and covers a
wide range of important practical skills that are required when
working with plants. It also provides a general introduction to
land-based and environmental issues. 

Students undertake a varied range of units; including assisting
with the planting, establishment and maintenance of plants 
as well as the establishment and maintenance of lawns. 
They also assist with the propagation of plants from seed 
and the vegetative propagation of plants (taking cuttings). 
Additional units include developing practical performance in
plant maintenance, industrial experience in horticulture, an
introduction to pruning trees and shrubs, planting and staking
trees and a basic understanding of soils.

The Level 1 Diploma study programme includes industry-
related work experience, personal and course tutorials, our
innovative MyFuture career planning sessions and additional
classes in maths and/or English – leading to either GCSE or
Functional Skills qualifications. See page 18 for more
information about English and maths study requirements.

The study programme is designed so that students can
progress at their own speed while learning the basics of the
subject. Extra support is also available through our Inclusive
Learning team which can be discussed at interview. 

The qualification provides a foundation of study from which
students can progress to an Intermediate qualification such 
as the Level 2 Technical Certificate in Horticulture.

The Level 3 Advanced Technical qualifications are popular
options for school leavers and young adults. They combine
practical skills with academic theory and classroom study. The
Technical Certificate is broadly equivalent to one A Level, whilst
the two year Extended Diploma is equivalent to two A Levels and
is ideal for progressing to Higher Education. Students who
successfully complete the Technical Certificate can, if they wish,
progress to stay for the Extended Diploma during their second
year. Others choose to start work in the industry.

In the first year students learn about different plant species, how
plants grow, the types of soil needed to maximise growth and
how plants transport water and nutrients. Additional units cover
plant propagation techniques (plant division, taking cuttings,
grafting and seed sowing/germination), maintaining turf (from
lawns and wildflower meadows to professional sports pitches),
outdoor horticultural production techniques (crops, trees, shrubs,
roses, bedding plants, bulbs, cut flowers and edible crops), land-
based machinery and exterior plant displays for garden design
and landscaping.

Students who progress to the second year can further their
horticultural knowledge during the second year of the programme.
This covers business management in horticulture (finance,
marketing and business analysis), the principles of organic crop
production, identification, selection and use of ornamental plants,
horticultural production techniques in glasshouses and polytunnels,
and an investigative project in the horticulture sector.

In addition to obtaining the Level 3 qualification, the horticulture
study programme also includes industry-related work experience,
personal and course tutorials, our innovative MyFuture career
planning sessions and additional classes in maths or English –
leading to a GCSE qualification. See page 18 for more
information about English and maths study requirements.

Course Details

Location
Preston: Bilsborrow campus.
Liverpool: Croxteth Park.
Warrington: Walton Hall.

Duration  
1 year full-time (Certificate).
2 years full-time (Diploma).

Level  
Advanced.

Entry Requirements
See pages 18 and 19.

Additional Course
Requirements
A keen interest in horticulture.

Assessment
Practical and written
assessments, coursework
and exams.

Progression
Higher Education 
degree courses. 

Career Opportunities  
Garden centre work, nursery
work, garden maintenance
and design, landscaping,
grounds maintenance,
assistant gardener.

Course Details

Location
Preston: Bilsborrow campus.
Liverpool: Croxteth Park.
Warrington: Walton Hall.

Duration  
1 year full-time.

Level  
Foundation.

Entry Requirements
See pages 18 and 19.

Additional Course
Requirements
A keen interest in horticulture.

Assessment
Practical assessments,
coursework and tests. There
are no formal examinations.

Progression
Level 2 Practical Skills 
in Horticulture. 

Career Opportunities  
Assisting in gardens, parks
and garden centres. 

Visit one of our monthly Advice Mornings or our Summer Open Day. Check the website for details. 6968 Detailed course factsheets are available from www.myerscough.ac.uk or by calling 0800 652 5592

Horticulture
City and Guilds Level 3 Advanced 
Technical Certificate (360)/
Advanced Technical Extended Diploma (720)

The Level 2 qualification in Practical Horticulture Skills is an excellent
introductory study programme for students wishing to further their
knowledge of horticulture and landscaping. It is extremely popular
with school leavers, and successful Level 1 students, and provides
practical knowledge and experience, combining this with an
academic study of the principles of the subject. The programme is
designed to give you a broad understanding of amenity horticulture
and landscape, with a view to progressing to one of our Level 3
courses or to start work in the industry.

Students undertake a range of units, providing them with an
overview of landscaping, grounds maintenance and horticultural
practices. These cover establishing and maintaining plants outdoors
(preparing land and ground, planting woody and herbaceous plants
and maintaining the health of plants). The programme also covers
propagation techniques (plant division, taking cuttings, grafting and
seed sowing / germination) and an introduction to specialist land-
based machinery (preparation, operation, maintenance and safety
of hedge cutters, pedestrian mowers and tractors.)

Additional units cover plant knowledge, site preparation and growing
techniques along with planting containers for seasonal displays.

The Level 2 study programme also includes industry-related work
experience, personal and course tutorials, our innovative MyFuture
career planning sessions and additional classes in maths and/or
English – leading to either GCSE or Functional Skills qualifications.
See page 18 for more information about English and maths study
requirements.

The work experience element enables students to experience
different horticultural sectors dependent upon their career goals –
from golf courses and sports stadia to public parks, landscape
contractors and garden centres.

Course Details

Location
Preston: Bilsborrow campus.
Liverpool: Croxteth Park.
Warrington: Walton Hall.

Duration  
1 year full-time.

Level  
Intermediate.

Entry Requirements
See pages 18 and 19.

Additional Course
Requirements
A keen interest in horticulture. 

Assessment
Practical assessments,
coursework and 
identification tests.

Progression
Level 3 Advanced Technical
Certificate or Extended
Diploma in Horticulture.

Career Opportunities  
Assistant positions such 
as gardener, private estate
gardener, landscape 
worker or employment in 
a garden centre.

Horticulture
City and Guilds Level 2 Practical
Horticultural Skills

Horticulture in the News
Students show green fingers
It’s been another great year for our horticulture students, combining
high academic achievement with wonderful enrichment
opportunities. These included:

Myerscough College Horticulture students were given the
opportunity to compete in the heats of the Young Horticulturist of the
Year, organised by the Chartered Institute of Horticulture. Successful
students go on to regional and national finals. 

Students visited Barton Grange Landscapes as part of their
business module, ask questions related to the legal structure and
running of the business. Barton Grange Landscapes supported
students with the task and discussed the resources and staff
required to run the business, the history and development of the
business, a presentation of the contracts undertaken by the
company and an insight into current issues companies are tackling
in the industry. Students were then taken on a behind the scenes
tour of offices, design studio and workshops to get an insight into
the running and organisation required for a company of its size. 

A group of horticulture students visited one of the North West’s
leading plant nurseries in Southport, as they completed a task at 
J.A. Jones and Sons, for their Plant Identification and Selection
module, gaining an insight into the running of the nursery and how
landscapers and horticulturalist in the industry buy plants in bulk
from wholesale nurseries such as this.



Landscaping is the design, planning, construction and maintenance of outdoor spaces. 
It involves everything from gardens, parks, streets, waterways, leisure facilities and open
spaces through to large urban redevelopments. It is estimated that the landscape industry
is made up of nearly 8,000 businesses employing approximately 140,000 people. These
people are employed in a range of different sized organisations such as local authority
departments, parks and gardens, domestic and commercial landscape companies as well
as self-owned landscape contracting businesses.

Shaping the future 
of the land

Visit one of our monthly Advice Mornings or our Summer Open Day. Check the website for details. 7170 Detailed course factsheets are available from www.myerscough.ac.uk or by calling 0800 652 5592

Landscape
More and more people are appreciating the
environmental, social, emotional and economic
benefits of attractive landscapes. The government and
local authorities are also encouraging us to develop
“greener living”, in both urban and rural settings.

Our study programmes provide the necessary 
skills to develop and maintain these natural and
built environments.

Resources

Myexperience

• A purpose-built teaching unit comprising two fully-equipped
landscape and construction workshops

• Computer-aided design studio running a range of photo
manipulation and CAD systems including “Vector Works”,
“Photoshop” and “MS-Project” packages, scanner, A1 plotter and
colour printers

• Five hectares of landscaped grounds provide students with a
realistic site to practice their design and construction skills

• A drawing studio with A1 boards and access to a full range of
drawing media

• Extensive plant collection within the College’s ornamental grounds
and demonstration gardens

• Dedicated garden plots for outdoor student projects

• A commercial plant centre and nursery stock production unit

• 30 hectares of woodland

From student to landscaper: 
Myerscough ticked all the right boxes for the landscape
studies that I had my heart set on. The Level 3 Diploma
course is brilliant, and I particularly liked the balance
between practical and theory-based work.  

The college campus is superb; there’s always 
something going on and it’s a great opportunity to meet
lots of nice people. To work as a landscaper takes
creativity as well as technical knowledge and practical
expertise. It’s really paid off as I have now been offered
full-time employment with Greenbelt Landscapes. 
Along with winning the prestigious college BALI award, 
I feel I’m developing my design skills as I learn from the
experts. Who knows, one day I might
have my own Landscape business!

Intermediate (Level 2) and 
Advanced (Level 3) Apprenticeships 
are available, covering a range of 
roles and occupations including 
management roles.

See pages 16-17 for information

Double Gold winning gardens at Southport Flower Show, 2018.



Landscape (Horticulture)
City and Guilds Level 2
Practical Horticultural Skills

The Level 2 qualification in Practical Horticulture Skills is an
excellent introductory study programme for students wishing to
further their knowledge of horticulture and landscaping. It is
extremely popular with school leavers and provides practical
knowledge and experience, combining this with an academic
study of the principles of the subject. The programme is
designed to give you a broad understanding of amenity
horticulture and landscape, with a view to progressing to one of
our Level 3 courses or to start work in the industry.

Students undertake a range of units, providing them with an
overview of landscaping, grounds maintenance and horticultural
practices. These include establishing and maintaining plants
outdoors (preparing land and ground, planting woody and
herbaceous plants and maintaining the health of plants). The
programme also covers propagation techniques (plant division,
taking cuttings, grafting and seed sowing/germination) and an
introduction to specialist land-based machinery (preparation,
operation, maintenance and safety of hedge cutters, pedestrian
mowers and tractors).

Additional units cover plant knowledge and growing techniques,
site preparation (drainage, foundations, paving and fencing)
along with planting containers for seasonal displays.

The Level 2 study programme also includes industry-related work
experience, personal and course tutorials, our innovative
MyFuture career planning sessions and additional classes in
maths and/or English – leading to either GCSE or Functional
Skills qualifications. See page 18 for more information about
English and maths study requirements.

The work experience element enables students to experience
different horticultural sectors dependent upon their career goals
– from golf courses and sports stadia to public parks, landscape
contractors and garden centres.

Association, Horticultural Trade Association and British
Association of Landscape Industries.

The Level 3 Diploma prepares students for a wide range of
careers in the landscape and horticulture sectors. It is also a
perfect foundation for students wishing to progress to Higher
Education – offering up to 112 UCAS Tariff points towards
entrance to Degree courses here at Myerscough or at other
universities and colleges.

Course Details

Location
Preston: Bilsborrow campus.

Duration
1 year full-time (Certificate).
2 years full-time (Diploma).

Level
Advanced.

Entry Requirements
See pages 18 and 19.

Additional Course
Requirements
A keen interest in landscape
design and horticulture. 

Assessment
Practical and written
assessments, coursework
and exams. 

Progression 
Higher Education degree
courses. Myerscough
College offers Degrees 
in Horticulture, 
Landscape Architecture 
and Garden Design.

Career Opportunities
Grounds maintenance
contractor, garden 
designer, landscape
craftsperson or instructor.
Employment with local
authorities, private
contractors and 
private estates.

Course Details

Location
Preston: Bilsborrow campus.

Duration
1 year full-time.

Level
Intermediate.

Entry Requirements
See pages 18 and 19.

Additional Course
Requirements
A keen interest in landscape
design and horticulture. 

Assessment
Practical assessments,
coursework and tests.

Progression
Level 3 Advanced 
Technical Certificate or
Extended Diploma in
Landscape.

Career Opportunities
Employment in Horticulture/
Landscape sectors at
assistant/craft level.

Visit one of our monthly Advice Mornings or our Summer Open Day. Check the website for details. 7372 Detailed course factsheets are available from www.myerscough.ac.uk or by calling 0800 652 5592

The Level 3 Advanced Technical qualifications are popular
options for school leavers and young adults. They combine
practical skills with academic theory and classroom study. The
Technical Certificate is equivalent to one A Level, whilst the two
year Diploma is equivalent to two A-Levels and is ideal for
progressing to Higher Education. Students who successfully
complete the Technical Certificate can, if they wish, progress
directly to the second year of the Diploma. Others choose to start
work in the industry, with summer proving an ideal time to gain
employment in the landscape sector.

In the first year students learn the principles of plant identification,
plant selection and planting techniques as well as the principles
of plant health and protection. Additional units cover constructing
horizontal landscape surfaces, constructing and restoring walls
and undertaking land-based machinery operations.

Students who progress to a second year of study can further
their landscape knowledge during this additional year of their
programme. The curriculum covers business management in the
landbased sector (finance, marketing and business analysis) as
well as plant and soil science (the function of plant structures,
plant physiology, plant growth and development, soil
characteristics and how these affect plant growth and
development). Additional units cover tree and shrub
maintenance, estate skills, the principles and practices of garden
design and maintaining turf in parks and gardens.

In addition to obtaining the Level 3 qualification, the landscape
study programme also includes industry-related work experience,
personal and course tutorials, our innovative MyFuture career
planning sessions and additional classes in maths or English –
leading to a GCSE qualification. See page 18 for more
information about English and maths study requirements.

An integral part of the study programme is employer involvement,
which ensures all learners receive additional training and visits
from professionals currently employed in the landscape industry.
This provides real life experience and first hand training,
specifying and using new materials and techniques. The College
also has close links with the likes of the British Growers

Landscaping in the News

Show garden success
It’s been another great year for our landscape team, 
combining high academic achievement with wonderful
enrichment opportunities. 

A recent Myerscough College learner won the prestigious BBC
Gardeners’ Live Young Landscapers Award.

The competition saw Jacob Botting, from Bespoke Outdoor
Spaces, take on felow Myerscough learners, Dan McGeoghegan
and Ryan Bell, from The Plants & Paving Company, to build a
Show Garden at BBC Gardeners’ World Live event, at The NEC
in Birmingham.

A Myerscough College landscape learner was named in the
Team UK squad for the prestigious EuroSkills event in Budapest.

Sam Taylor was selected in a 22-person group, made up of the
finest young skilled apprentices from England, Scotland,
Northern Ireland and Wales, to represent the UK at Europe’s
most important and prestigious skills competition. He was one of
only two landscape learners in the squad.

The EuroSkills finals, which includes teams from across Europe,
is the last before the UK is scheduled to leave the EU next year.
European policy makers, educators and industry partners attend
the event – along with an expected 80,000 spectators.

Myerscough College’s show garden was named as the 
People’s Choice at the prestigious Young Gardeners of the 
Year competition.

The event saw six of the UK’s leading horticulture colleges go
head-to-head, designing and creating incredible gardens, as
part of the Ascot Spring Garden Show. The competition
celebrated the best of young British talent in garden design and
build, giving students a great opportunity to showcase their work
to a national audience.

Myerscough’s garden polled more than half of the total vote from
visitors to the show to be crowned the overwhelming winner of
the People’s Choice Award.

Myerscough College show gardens have once again been given
top awards at the annual Southport Flower Show.

Myerscough work-based staff and learners were given the task of
bringing to life the winning entries in the annual Schools Design-
a-Garden Competition, with both finished show gardens given
Gold and Silver-Gilt medals respectively.

Landscape
City and Guilds Level 3 Advanced Technical Certificate (360) 
City and Guilds Level 3 Advanced Technical Extended Diploma (720)

Creating a child-friendly play
garden for our Summer Open Day

Young Gardeners of the Year Award Winners



The benefits of sport and physical activity to individuals and communities are universally known.
Sports participation has also been recognised as an invaluable tool for tackling many of the current
issues in society, such as healthy living and social inclusion – with coaching education being critical
to support this.

The employment potential is endless and future career prospects
are excellent, especially since the government recently announced
its ‘big society’ agenda to develop our sporting heritage, enhance
competitive sport and develop community sports participation.

The College works closely with the Lancashire Sport Partnership.
Their goal is to increase participation in sport throughout the
county, by developing and supporting sports coaches, liaising 
with junior sports clubs and coordinating the popular Lancashire
School Games.

Since London 2012, doors have been opened to further sports
such as archery, athletics, badminton, boxing, cycling, tennis,
gymnastics, hockey, martial arts, outdoor pursuits, swimming and
watersports, in addition to the established sports at College such
as football, rugby, golf, basketball, netball and cricket.

Visit one of our monthly Advice Mornings or our Summer Open Day. Check the website for details. 7574 Detailed course factsheets are available from www.myerscough.ac.uk or by calling 0800 652 5592

Resources
• Two multi-use sports centres

• 20 hectares of sports grounds

• State-of-the-art all weather 3G pitch and
changing facilities

• Fully qualified sports coaches and fitness
instructors available for advice and 
personal development

• Regular industry visits

• Modern 100m2 gymnasium equipped with
state-of-the-art “Startrac” cardio-vascular and
“Nautilus” resistance equipment

• Sports performance and 
assessment laboratory

• Strength and conditioning suite

Keeping you fit
for any challenge

Sports Studies
Myerscough College provides an excellent
opportunity for students to gain qualifications in
Sports Studies and Sport and Exercise Sciences.

Not only will you learn practical coaching techniques
but also the necessary knowledge and skills in related
subjects such as injury prevention, sports nutrition,
business management and organising special events. 

The courses are designed as an ideal starting point
for the development of 21st century sports coaches,
sports scientists, managers and sports professionals
– in an industry which employs more than 621,000
people in the UK.

Myexperience

From student to coach: 
Myerscough helped further my interest
in sport and exercise science and, in
particular, sports physiology. The
practical facilities at the College are
terrific, but it was the research facilities and 
excellent laboratories that really helped to fuel my interest 
in physiology and amateur athletics.

While at Myerscough I got the chance to work with the
College Netball side in a sports physiologist support 
role which involved developing training for the team 
that was more specific to fitness than their day to day
netball training.

With the knowledge gained from my course I secured
freelance work writing for The Protein Works which I
continue to do alongside my studies.

After completing my Further Education I progressed to a
Foundation Degree at Myerscough and eventually a top-up
degree in Exercise Physiology at the University of Central
Lancashire, where I also got the chance to do further work
experience as a Strength and Conditioning Coach with
Wigan Warriors. I now hope to continue my studies to
Masters Level.



Sport Studies
BTEC Level 1 Diploma

This practical course is ideal as a first step into a career in the
sports industry. It provides a basic introductory ‘hands on’
programme of study in sport and covers a wide range of practical
skills and activities relating to health, fitness, sport and leisure.

There are three core units that cover an introduction to the
industry, working in sport and leisure and maintaining a healthy
body. Two additional personal skills units cover personal
development and finance and three sports-related units
introduce practical skills in organising sports events, sports
development and customer service.

The Level 1 Diploma study programme includes industry-
related work experience, personal and course tutorials, our
innovative MyFuture career planning sessions and additional
classes in maths and/or English – leading to either GCSE or
Functional Skills qualifications. See page 18 for more
information about English and maths study requirements.
This qualification provides a foundation of study from which
students may progress to an Intermediate Level 2 qualification
such as the BTEC Level 2 Extended Certificate in Sport, Golf,
Football, Rugby, Public Services or Cricket Studies.

Course Details

Location
Preston: Bilsborrow campus.

Duration
1 year full-time.

Level
Foundation.

Academic Entry
Requirements
See pages 18 and 19.

Additional Course
Requirements
A keen interest in sport. 

Assessment
Practical assessments,
coursework and tests. There
are no formal examinations.

Progression
Level 2 programme in Sport,
Golf, Football, Rugby, 
Cricket or Public Services.

Career Opportunities
Sports Coaching Assistant,
Fitness Assistant or
employment in the sports
retail sector.

Sport Studies
BTEC Level 2 Extended Certificate

The Level 2 qualification is an excellent introductory study
programme for students wishing to further their knowledge of sport.
It is extremely popular with school leavers and provides practical
skills and techniques, combining this with an academic study
based around the theories of sport. The course is designed to give
you a broad understanding of the sport, with a view to progressing
to one of our Level 3 Diplomas, or to start work in the industry.

Students undertake three core units, covering fitness testing and
training (designing and programming exercise as well as
instruction), practical sport (skills and techniques, rules and
regulations, scoring methods, roles and responsibilities of officials
and reviewing performance) and anatomy and physiology
(structures and functions of organs and body parts and energy
and nervous systems in relation to exercise). Additional specialist
modules cover nutrition for sports performance, sports injuries
(prevention and treatment) and planning and leading sports-
related activities

In addition to obtaining the Level 2 qualification, the sport study
programme also includes industry-related work experience,
personal and course tutorials, our innovative MyFuture 
career planning sessions and additional classes in maths
and/or English – leading to either GCSE or Functional Skills
qualifications. See page 18 for more information about English
and maths study requirements.

The Level 3 Extended Diploma qualification is a popular option
for school leavers, young adults and successful Level 2 Diploma
students. This two-year 18-unit study programme is equivalent to
three A Levels and is designed for students who wish to develop
a comprehensive overview of the sports industry, encompassing
the practical techniques and technical skills associated with
sports science and sports coaching. 

The study programme incorporates all 12 units from the two-year
Level 3 Diploma (adjacent), with students on the Extended
Diploma studying an extra 3 units each year, making 18 in total.
(Students enrol initially on a one-year ‘90-Credit Diploma’
qualification (9 units) and then, subject to successful completion,
progress to the next 9 units – achieving the Extended Diploma at
the end of their 2nd year.) Additional units cover practical team
sports, sports injuries (prevention, treatment and rehabilitation),
sports nutrition, applied sports physiology, applied sports
psychology and outdoor and adventurous activities.

In addition to obtaining the Level 3 qualification, the sport study
programme also includes industry-related work experience,
personal and course tutorials, our innovative MyFuture career
planning sessions. 

The Level 3 Extended Diploma prepares students for a wide
range of careers in the sports industry. It is also a perfect
foundation for students wishing to progress to Higher Education
– offering up to 168 UCAS Tariff points towards entrance on a
wide range of degree courses here at Myerscough or at other
universities and colleges.

Course Details

Location                         
Preston: Bilsborrow campus.

Duration
2 years full-time.
Level

Advanced.

Academic Entry
Requirements
See pages 18 and 19.

Additional Course
Requirements
A keen interest in sport. 

Assessment
Assignments, practical and
written assessments,
coursework and exams.

Progression
Higher Education degree
courses. Myerscough
College offers Foundation
Degrees with Honours
progression, in a range of
Sports subjects.

Career Opportunities
Fitness Instructor, Sports
Coaching, Strength and
Conditioning Coach, Sports
Development, Teaching and
Personal Trainer.

Visit one of our monthly Advice Mornings or our Summer Open Day. Check the website for details. 7776 Detailed course factsheets are available from www.myerscough.ac.uk or by calling 0800 652 5592

Sport & Exercise Science
BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma

The Level 3 Diploma qualifications are popular options for
school leavers and young adults. They combine practical-
based skills with academic theory and classroom study. 
The Subsidiary Diploma is a one-year, six-unit, study
programme broadly equivalent to one A Level, whilst the 
two-year, 12-unit, Diploma is equivalent to two A Levels and is
ideal for progression to Higher Education. Students who
successfully complete the Subsidiary Diploma can, if they wish,
progress directly to the second year of the Diploma. 

In year one, students learn the principles of anatomy related to
sport and exercise as well as the fundamentals of sport and
exercise physiology and sports psychology. Additional units
cover fitness testing, fitness training (designing and delivering
training routines) and research methods for sport and exercise
(collecting and analysing data).

Students who choose the two-year Diploma route can further
their interests in the subject during the second year of their
programme. This includes a focus on sports coaching, the
analysis of sports performance, sport and exercise massage,
sports biomechanics and a study of exercise, health and
lifestyle. A research project provides the opportunity to research
a specific topic related to sport and exercise science. 

In addition to obtaining the Level 3 qualification, the sport study
programme also includes industry-related work experience,
personal and course tutorials, our innovative MyFuture career
planning sessions and additional classes in maths and/or
English – leading to a GCSE qualification. See page 18 for
more information about English and maths study requirements

Sport & Exercise Science
BTEC Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma / Diploma

Course Details

Location
Preston: Bilsborrow campus.

Duration
1 year full-time.

Level
Intermediate.

Academic Entry
Requirements
See pages 18 and 19.

Additional Course
Requirements
A keen interest in sport. 

Assessment
Practical assessments,
coursework and tests.

Progression
Level 3 Diploma suite in
Sport, Golf, Football, Rugby,
Cricket or Public Services.

Career Opportunities
Leisure and Recreation
Assistant, Fitness Instructor,
Sports Coach, Sports
Development, Sports Retail,
Armed Forces, 
Sports Instructor.

Course Details

Location                         
Preston: Bilsborrow campus.

Duration
1 year full-time
(Subsidiary Diploma).
2 years full-time (Diploma).

Level
Advanced.

Academic Entry
Requirements
See pages 18 and 19.

Additional Course
Requirements
A keen interest in sport. 

Assessment
Assignments, practical and
written assessments,
coursework and exams.

Progression
Higher Education 
degree courses.

Career Opportunities
Fitness Instructor, Sports
Coaching, Strength and
Conditioning Coach, Sports
Development, Teaching and
Personal Trainer.



Visit one of our monthly Advice Mornings or our Summer Open Day. Check the website for details. 7978 Detailed course factsheets are available from www.myerscough.ac.uk or by calling 0800 652 5592

Cricket Studies

Resources

Myexperience

From student to academy starlet: 
“Playing top class cricket is a dream come true for me and
allows me to test myself against the best players on the
County scene. My tutor recommended me to practice with
Lancashire Under 19s during the first year of my Level 3
Diploma and I impressed enough to make their team and
finished my first season top of both the bowling and batting
averages. I was subsequently signed for the club’s
academy and established myself as a front line bowler,
before making my 1st team debut in 2012. There is little
doubt in my mind that the superb coaching I have received
from Myerscough staff has played a huge part in my
success, as they helped me to improve my skills as a
player as well as my all round fitness.

Last season was a true breakthrough year for me with
Lancashire, as I finished as leading wicket taker in 
Division One of the County Championship. This led to me
being named as the county’s Player of the Season and also
the Professional Cricketers Association
Player of the Season.”

Batting for
future success

Cricket in England continues to thrive with both the shorter and longer forms of the game remaining popular,
with the national team playing to sell-out crowds in international Test, One Day International and T20 fixtures.
Test cricket, under the captaincy of Joe Root, and the One-Day game, under the charge of Eoin Morgan,
continue to challenge to be the very best nation in the world, while at county level, competitions such as the 
T20 Blast, and the forthcoming city franchise tournament raises excitement even further. Overseas tournaments
too, including the IPL and Australia’s Big Bash, keep cricket as one of the most popular sports in the country. 

These are exciting times for English cricket, with
an emerging Test team, while England are ranked
the number one ODI side in the world, and
favourites to win the 2019 ICC World Cup, which
is being staged at grounds across England and
Wales and broadcast to a global audience.

Series such as the Ashes remain as popular as
ever, as old rivalries are revisited, and packed
crowds both at home and abroad enjoy the
action against other top cricketing nations.

In recent years, the sport of cricket has become 
a multi-billion pound industry and has generated
a number of international superstar players such
as Ben Stokes, Jos Buttler and Indian captain,
Virat Kohli.

Junior coaching at 
Emirates Old Trafford Andrew Flintoff is an

Honorary Fellow of
Myerscough College

“The Myerscough Cricket Academy provides a fantastic
opportunity for talented youngsters to pursue their
dream career whilst gaining an academic qualification.
Youngsters unable to break into the game professionally
will be able to enjoy successful careers in many areas
of the cricket and sport industry.” 

(Jim Cumbes, retired LCCC Chief Executive)

By studying cricket at Myerscough College you are
giving yourself an excellent opportunity to secure a
dream job in the sport. Our dedicated teaching staff
provide cricketers of all abilities, including beginners,
with an excellent cricketing education, giving them 
the chance to fulfil their playing ambitions while also
learning about the rules and technicalities of the
game . There are also many exciting job prospects in
cricket coaching thanks in part to the renewed interest
in the sport at youth level. This means that the need
for trained coaches is at a premium.

• Access to superbly conditioned and 
maintained grass wickets

• Sports Hall with state-of-the-art cricket 
nets and bowling machines

• Modern Gymnasium

• Fully qualified coaches with expert 
knowledge in the field

• Excellent links with the industry, particularly
Lancashire County Cricket Club

• Sports retail shop (Old Trafford)

Myerscough College is superbly equipped for the teaching of cricket, with many great resources
at the Bilsborrow centre in Preston and the Emirates Old Trafford Cricket Centre. These include:



Cricket Studies
BTEC Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma / Diploma

The Level 3 Diploma qualifications are popular options for school
leavers and young adults. They combine practical-based skills
with academic theory and classroom study. The Subsidiary
Diploma is a one-year, six-unit, study programme broadly
equivalent to one A Level, whilst the two-year, 12-unit, Diploma is
equivalent to two A Levels and is ideal for progression to Higher
Education. Students who successfully complete the Subsidiary
Diploma can, if they wish, progress directly to the second year of
the Diploma. 

In year one, students learn the principles of anatomy related 
to sport and exercise as well as the fundamentals of sports,
physiology and sports psychology. Additional units cover 
fitness testing, fitness training (designing and delivering training
routines), sports coaching techniques and assessing risk in sport
(health and safety requirements and checks).

Students who choose the two-year Diploma route can further their
interests during the second year of their programme. Units offer
sports nutrition, technical and tactical skills in cricket, the analysis
of sports performance, sport and exercise massage and
instructing physical activity and exercise. Students also examine
the lifestyles of professional sports performers, focusing on public
appearances, media interviews and financial management.

In addition to obtaining the Level 3 qualification, the cricket study
programme also includes industry-related work experience,
personal and course tutorials, our innovative MyFuture career
planning sessions and additional classes in maths and/or English
– leading to a GCSE qualification. 

Successful completion of the Level 3 Diploma will enable students
to progress to Higher Education if desired, although students
seeking a more academic course should also consider the Level 3
Extended Diploma which contains an additional six units 

compared to the Diploma.
Course Details

Location
Preston: Bilsborrow campus.
Manchester: 
Emirates Old Trafford (LCCC).

Duration
1 year full-time 
(Subsidiary Diploma).
2 years full-time (Diploma).

Level
Advanced.

Academic Entry
Requirements
See pages 18 and 19.

Additional Course
Requirements
A keen interest in cricket.

Assessment
Assignments, practical and
written assessments,
coursework and tests.

Progression
Higher Education degree
courses.

Career Opportunities
Sports Development Officer,
Community Sports Coach,
Cricket Coach, Gym
Instructor, Leisure and
Recreation Assistant, 
Sports Administration or
Sports Retail.

Visit one of our monthly Advice Mornings or our Summer Open Day. Check the website for details. 8180 Detailed course factsheets are available from www.myerscough.ac.uk or by calling 0800 652 5592

The Level 3 Extended Diploma qualification is a popular option for
school leavers, young adults and successful Level 2 Diploma
students. This two-year 18-unit study programme is equivalent to
three A Levels and is designed for students who wish to develop a
comprehensive overview of the sports industry, encompassing the
practical techniques and technical skills associated with cricket.
The units studied have a strong academic focus – requiring
dedication and hard work – whilst still delivering a range of
important practical skills. 

The course incorporates all 12 units from the two-year Level 3
Diploma (adjacent), with students on the Extended Diploma
studying an extra 3 units each year, making 18 in total. (Students
enrol initially on a one-year ‘90-Credit Diploma’ qualification 
(9 units) and then, subject to successful completion, progress to 
the next 9 units – achieving the Extended Diploma at the end of 
their 2nd year.) Additional units cover the current issues 
associated with sport, sport as a business, sports injuries
(prevention, treatment and rehabilitation), talent identification 
and development, organising sporting events and coaching
children and young people.

In addition to obtaining the Level 3 qualification, the cricket study
programme also includes industry-related work experience,
personal and course tutorials, our innovative MyFuture career
planning sessions. 

The Level 3 Extended Diploma prepares students for a wide range
of careers in the sports industry. It is also a perfect foundation for
students wishing to progress to Higher Education – offering up to
168 UCAS Tariff points towards entrance on a wide range of degree
courses here at Myerscough or at other universities and colleges.

Course Details

Location                         
Preston: Bilsborrow campus.
Manchester: 
Emirates Old Trafford (LCCC).

Duration
2 years full-time.

Level
Advanced.

Academic Entry
Requirements
See pages 18 and 19.

Additional Course
Requirements
A keen interest in cricket.

Assessment
Assignments, practical and
written assessments,
coursework and tests.

Progression
Higher Education degree
courses. Many students
progress to Myerscough
College’s Foundation 
Degree in Cricket Coaching.

Career Opportunities
Sports Development Officer,
Community Sports Coach,
Cricket Coach, Gym
Instructor, Leisure and
Recreation Assistant, Sports
Administration or Sports Retail.

Cricket Studies
BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma

Myerscough College has teamed up with Lancashire County
Cricket Club and Lancashire Cricket Board to offer a fantastic
opportunity to students wishing to pursue a career within the
cricket and sports industry. 

The Myerscough College Cricket Academy combines academic
sporting qualifications with practical skills development, coaching
and competitive fixtures. 

The Level 2 qualification is an excellent introductory study for
students wishing to further their knowledge of sport, and cricket in
particular. It is extremely popular with school leavers and provides
practical skills and techniques, combining this with an academic
study based around the theories of sport. The programme is
designed to give you a broad understanding of the sport, with a
view to progressing to one of our Level 3 Diplomas, or to start
work in the industry.

Students undertake three core units, covering fitness testing and
training (designing and programming exercise as well as instruction),
practical sport (skills and techniques, rules and regulations, scoring
methods, roles and responsibilities of officials and reviewing
performance) and anatomy and physiology (structures and functions
of organs and body parts and energy and nervous systems in
relation to exercise). Additional specialist modules cover nutrition for
sports performance, sports psychology and the technical and
tactical skills associated with cricket.

In addition to obtaining the Level 2 qualification, the cricket 
study programme also includes industry-related work experience,
personal and course tutorials, our innovative MyFuture career
planning sessions and additional classes in maths and/or English 
– leading to either GCSE or Functional Skills qualifications.
See page 18 for more information about English and maths 
study requirements.

Course Details

Location
Preston: Bilsborrow campus.
Manchester: 
Emirates Old Trafford (LCCC).

Duration
1 year full-time.

Level
Intermediate.

Academic Entry
Requirements
See pages 18 and 19.

Additional Course
Requirements
A keen interest in cricket.

Assessment
Practical and written
assessments, coursework
and tests.

Progression
Level 3 Diploma or 
Extended Diploma in 
Cricket Studies or Sport 
and Exercise Science.

Career Opportunities
Leisure and Recreation
Assistant, Sports
Development, Cricket or
Sports Coach, Sports Retail,
Gym or Sports Instructor.

Cricket Studies
BTEC Level 2 Extended Certificate

Myhealth&
fitnesssuite

Our spacious air conditioned fitness suite is the ideal place 
to keep fit during your leisure time at College. 

Located at the heart of the Preston campus, the Sports Centre 
and Fitness Suite is just a few minutes stroll from both the
College’s Student Village and the on-site car parks. 

Here you will find cardiovascular equipment, resistance
machines and free weights. Our friendly, highly-qualified 
fitness staff will be happy to show you how to use all the
equipment safely and effectively. 

We also offer a range of different fitness classes and 
enrichment activities throughout the week as well as one-to-one 
personal training. Current classes include Spinning, Ab Blast,
Zumba, Circuits, HIIT and Pilates.

Student memberships are offered at excellent rates, with no
binding contracts or hidden fees and include a free personalised
fitness programme and regular reviews.

Opening Hours: 6.45am – 10.00pm (Monday to Friday)
9.00am – 6.00pm (Saturday and Sunday)

Joining is easy and can be done when you enrol at College,
meaning that you can keep yourself fit and healthy throughout
your time studying at the College.

For more information, please contact
Myerscough Sports Centre.

01995 642200
www.myerscough.ac.uk



Myerscough College’s football teams are highly successful. We compete in the highest competition open to college teams, the English
College Football Association (ECFA) ‘CAT1’ League, as well as a number of other North West Leagues.

Students continue to gain recognition by being selected for representative sides at county level, as well as international call-ups for teams
including England Colleges FA, the England Deaf team and England Deaf Futsal. In addition, there are a number of former Myerscough
students currently playing professional football, including one in the Premier League for Cardiff City, as well as in the Football League for
clubs including Bolton Wanderers, Blackpool, Fleetwood Town and Morecambe. More play full-time at top end of the non-league game. 

Myerscough has excellent links with football clubs across the North West to support the delivery of courses and increase student’s
employment prospects. A flourishing partnership with Preston North End gives young footballers a second chance at making it in the
professional game by giving them the opportunity to join Preston North End’s newly formed Youth Development Squad (YDS).

The programme runs in partnership with PNE and provides players who
have just missed out on securing a youth apprenticeship deal with a
professional club the opportunity to develop their game within a
professional football environment whilst continuing their studies at
Myerscough. The partnership has already seen success, with some
students establishing themselves as regulars in PNE’s U18 Academy side.

Students receive football coaching every day as part of the Myerscough
Football Development Centre. This operates just like a football academy; it
encompasses academic lessons, coaching sessions, physio/rehabilitation
clinics and competitive fixtures. It is supported by qualified tutors and
FA/UEFA qualified coaches.  

Same game,
different league

Visit one of our monthly Advice Mornings or our Summer Open Day. Check the website for details. 8382 Detailed course factsheets are available from www.myerscough.ac.uk or by calling 0800 652 5592

Resources
• Two multi-use sports centres

• State-of-the-art all weather 3G pitch and new changing facilities

• Fully qualified sports coaches available for advice and 
personal development

• 20 hectares of sports grounds

• Modern gymnasium

• Partnership with Preston North End

• Sports laboratory

• Strength and conditioning suite

• Regular industry visits at home and abroad

Myexperience

Joe Bunney signs for Blackpool 

Myerscough College is a successful FA ‘Charter
Standard’ College and a former winner of the FA's
prestigious Football Development College ‘National
Award’ for its range of coaching programmes.

These achievements recognise our excellence in
football education and confirm our standing as one of
the top colleges for football development in England.
We are committed to providing the best opportunities
for young people who wish to develop their footballing
talent alongside their academic studies.

A number of students have achieved success on the
pitch by progressing into professional and semi-
professional teams or scholarships overseas, further
enhancing Myerscough’s reputation. Many others
have gained employment in coaching roles – such as
the Bolton Wanderers International Academy – or in
the business side of the football industry.

Football
Studies

From student to the Premier League: 
I’ve been lucky enough to be a professional footballer for
ten years. My amazing journey started when I was scouted
during our triumphant English Colleges league season.
My career then came alive at Huddersfield Town which led
to a £3 million move to the Premier League with Norwich
City and most recently, on to Cardiff City. I’ve had a number
of career highlights including the adrenalin rush of scoring
a goal in a play off final at Wembley, where I got Man of the
Match. I’ve also been capped by the Republic of Ireland
U21s, and was delighted to become the first Myerscough
student to feature in a full international, when I played 
in the qualifiers for the 2014 World Cup. I’ve earned nine
caps so far and got my first international goal against the
USA. It’s every lad’s dream really
– and I’m living it! 

Preston North End Junior Coaching



Football Studies
BTEC Level 2 Extended Certificate

The Level 2 Extended Certificate is an excellent introductory study
programme for students wishing to further their knowledge of
Football Studies. It is extremely popular with school leavers and
provides practical skills and techniques, combining this with an
academic study based around the theories of football. The course
is designed to give you a broad understanding of the sport, with a
view to progressing to one of our Level 3 Diploma courses, or to
start work in the industry.

Students undertake three core units, covering fitness testing and
training (designing and programming exercise as well as
instruction), practical football (skills and techniques, rules and
regulations, scoring methods, roles and responsibilities of officials
and reviewing performance) and anatomy and physiology
(structures and functions of organs and body parts and energy
and nervous systems in relation to exercise).

Additional specialist modules cover football performance, planning
and leading activities, sports promotion and sponsorship, fitness
training, technical skills and tactical awareness.

In addition to obtaining the Level 2 Diploma qualification, the
football/sport study programme also includes industry-related
work experience, personal and course tutorials, our innovative
MyFuture career planning sessions and additional classes in
maths and/or English - leading to either GCSE or Functional Skills
qualifications. See page 18 for more information about English
and maths study requirements.

Course Details

Location
Preston: Bilsborrow campus.

Duration  
1 year full-time.

Level  
Intermediate.

Entry Requirements
See pages 18 and 19.

Additional Course
Requirements
A keen interest in football 
and sport in general. 

Assessment
Practical assessments,
coursework and tests.

Progression
Level 3 Diploma suite in
Football Studies.

Career Opportunities  
Leisure and Recreation
Assistant, Fitness Instructor,
Sports Coach, Sports Retail,
Sports Development, Armed
Forces, Sports Instructor.

Football Studies
BTEC Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma / Diploma

The Level 3 Diploma qualifications are popular options for school
leavers and young adults. They combine practical-based skills
with academic theory and classroom study. The Subsidiary
Diploma is a one-year, six-unit, study programme broadly
equivalent to one A Level, whilst the two-year, 12-unit, Diploma is
equivalent to two A Levels and is ideal for progression to Higher
Education. Students who successfully complete the Subsidiary
Diploma can, if they wish, progress directly to the second year of
the Diploma.

Year one covers fitness training and programming (designing and
delivering training routines), football coaching and psychology for
football performance. In additional units students learn how to
assess risk in football (health and safety requirements and
checks), the principles of anatomy and physiology and the
physiology of fitness and fitness testing.  

Students who choose the two-year Diploma route can further their
interests in the subject during the second year of their programme.
Core units include sports nutrition and the technical and tactical
skills associated with the game. Students also examine the
lifestyles of professional sports performers, focusing on public
appearances, media interviews and financial management. Further
units cover analysing sports performance, instructing physical
activity and exercise (designing, planning and leading an effective
training session) and rules, regulations and officiating in football.

In addition to obtaining the Level 3 qualification, the football study
programme also includes industry-related work experience, the
Level 1 Award in Coaching Football, personal and course tutorials,
our innovative MyFuture career planning sessions and additional
classes in maths or English – leading to a GCSE qualification. See
page 18 for more information about English and maths study
requirements.

Successful completion of the Level 3 Diploma will enable students
to progress to Higher Education if desired, although students
seeking a more academic course should also consider the Level 3
Extended Diploma in Football Studies which contains an additional
six units compared to the Diploma.

The Level 3 Extended Diploma qualification is a popular option
for school leavers, young adults and successful Level 2 Diploma
students. This two-year 18-unit study programme is equivalent to
three A Levels and is designed for students who wish to develop
a comprehensive overview of the sports industry, encompassing
the practical techniques and technical skills associated with
football and football coaching. The units studied have a strong
academic focus – requiring dedication and hard work – whilst still
delivering a range of important practical skills.

The programme incorporates all 12 units from the two-year 
Level 3 Diploma (adjacent), with students on the Extended
Diploma studying an extra 3 units each year, making 18 in total.

(Students enrol initially on a one-year ‘90-Credit Diploma’
qualification (9 units) and then, subject to successful completion,
progress to the next 9 units – achieving the Extended Diploma at
the end of their 2nd year.) Additional units cover the current
issues associated with football, practical football and training
sessions, sports injuries (prevention, treatment and
rehabilitation), talent identification and development, organising
sporting events and coaching children and young people.

In addition to obtaining the Level 3 qualification, the sports 
study programme also includes industry-related work 
experience, the Level 1 Award in Coaching Football, personal
and course tutorials and our innovative MyFuture career planning
sessions.

The Level 3 Extended Diploma prepares students for a wide
range of careers in the football and wider sports industry. It is
also a perfect foundation for students wishing to progress to
Higher Education – offering up to 168 UCAS Tariff points towards
entrance on a wide range of degree courses here at Myerscough
or at other universities and colleges.

Course Details

Location  
Preston: Bilsborrow campus. 

Duration 
2 years full-time.

Level
Advanced.

Entry requirements 
See pages 18 and 19.

Additional Course
Requirements  
A keen interest in football 
and sport in general. 

Assessment  
Assignments, practical and
written assessments,
presentations and exams. 

Progression
Higher Education degrees 
or scholarships overseas.

Career opportunities
Football Coaching, 
Sports Development, 
Fitness Instructor, Leisure
Centre Assistant or
Supervisor, Professional
Playing Career.

Visit one of our monthly Advice Mornings or our Summer Open Day. Check the website for details. 8584 Detailed course factsheets are available from www.myerscough.ac.uk or by calling 0800 652 5592

Football Studies
BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma

Course Details

Location 
Preston: Bilsborrow campus.

Duration  
1 year full-time 
(Subsidiary Diploma).
2 years full-time (Diploma).

Level
Advanced.

Entry Requirements
See pages 18 and 19.

Additional Course
Requirements    
A keen interest in football 
and sport in general. 

Assessment 
Assignments, practical and
written assessments,
coursework and exams. 

Progression
Higher Education degrees.
Many students progress to
Myerscough College’s
Foundation Degree in
Football Coaching and
Performance.

Career Opportunities
Football Coaching, 
Sports Development, 
Fitness Instructor, Leisure
Centre Assistant or
Supervisor, Professional
Playing Career.

Lancaster City Partnership

Lancaster City Football Club is providing talented footballers
with the opportunity to join their Academy, in partnership with
Myerscough College. Coaches from Lancaster City work with
tutors from Myerscough to deliver a high quality football
development programme. Players enrol onto either the full-time
Level 2 or Level 3 study programme here at the College and
benefit from daily training sessions and a
competitive range of fixtures against high
profile opposition. Progression opportunities
then exist into the Lancaster City Youth Team,
Development Squad and, ultimately, first team.

Coaching session with former England
Goalkeeper Chris Woods on the 3G Pitch

Discussing tactics with former student
and professional footballer Alex Kenyon



Enrichment Opportunities

If you’re serious about the golf business then there is no better place to study than with Myerscough’s International
Institute for Golf Education, in partnership with the University of Central Lancashire.

Among recent successes, a team from Myerscough College won the national AoC Sport Open Golf Championship at 
St Andrews, taking home the Claret Jug for the fifth time.  The title capped another great year for Myerscough’s golf
students, as they also qualified for the national finals of this season’s Intercollegiate Tour. In addition, Myerscough teams
won four BUCS trophies, including a clean sweep ‘treble’ of league titles, and the BUCS Sport Northern Conference Cup.

Former Myerscough College golf student James Robinson qualified to play in the 2018 Open Championship at
Carnoustie, following in the footsteps of Paul Kinnear in 2015.

We have extensive international links that provide students with the opportunity to
undertake European Tour work experience, internships in the USA, competitive
tours in Spain and Portugal and European event management. Students 
also benefit from a highly experienced and qualified team of coaching,
playing and academic staff and state-of-the-art facilities for golf.

There are 18 exciting case studies on our website, showcasing 
some of the amazing careers available in the golf industry.

Playing a round
can get you
anywhere

Visit one of our monthly Advice Mornings or our Summer Open Day. Check the website for details. 8786 Detailed course factsheets are available from www.myerscough.ac.uk or by calling 0800 652 5592

Golf Studies
Myerscough College has an enviable reputation as
one of the best golf academies in the country. We
have dominated College Golf for a number of years
and been highly successful in the Intercollegiate
Golf Tour. Last year both of the Myerscough teams
won their regional leagues, the A team for the eighth
year in a row, with Callan Barrow successfully
winning his second individual order of merit. 

• Additional coaching awards e.g. Golf Leaders Award, Golf Rules 
and Tri-Golf.

• Participation in the Collegiate and Prospects Golf Tours – both
managed by the International Institute for Golf Education. The
Collegiate Golf Tour is a scratch-based tour for category one
players only. The Prospects Golf Tour is a handicapped-based tour
open to all students in the UK, played at a range of top courses.
There is also a prestigious Tour Final played overseas. Please note
that these events may incur additional costs.

• The possibility of tournament work experience on the PGA
European Tour at events in the UK Portugal and Spain. Students
have previously been involved at events including the Ryder Cup
at Celtic Manor, the Dunhill Links Championships at St Andrews,
the Turkish Airlines Open in Belek, the BMW PGA Championships
at Wentworth, the Iberdrola Open in Majorca, the Portugal Masters
in Vilamoura and the Castelló Masters in Valencia.

• Overseas tours and training/development camps organised annually
to mainland Europe – incorporating International Tournaments.

Resources

Myexperience

• A testing nine-hole golf course, GolfMark accredited for
junior coaching

• One-to-one coaching with fully qualified PGA golf
professionals and fitness instructors

• Putting green and golf driving range

• Two indoor golf academies, including golf 
simulators, putting and chipping areas

• FlightScope, TrackMan, GC2 and K-VEST 
analysis equipment

• Access to top academic and sports facilities, including
our new high performance sports centre

• Short game facility: Chipping and bunker area

• Fully equipped gymnasium and 
sports laboratory

• Numerous local championship courses

• Guest speakers and visits from
professionals and industry experts

From student to golf pro:
I turned professional after gaining my Level 3 Diploma
and Foundation Degree. I’m now competing at
tournaments on the PGA European Tour and PGA
Challenge Tour. I work hard on my game, the schedule
can be tough and you need real dedication, but the
rewards are worth it – I’m out there doing what I love!
It all really kicked off when I won the PGA EuroPro
Order of Merit, with victories in the Motocaddy
Masters, the Northern Ireland Open and the Network
Veka Classic at Mottram Hall – with a second round
63 and a fifteen under par 201 total, worth £10,000!
Since then things have really taken off, with top ten
finishes at Challenge Tour events in Madrid and
Copenhagen and a fantastic 6th place European Tour
finish in the 2017 Trophée Hassan II, at Rabat in
Morocco, worth €81,000. 2018 started well at the
Omega Dubai Desert Classic, tying with Ian Poulter,
Tommy Fleetwood and Henrik Stenson for 6th place.



The Level 2 Extended Certificate is an excellent introductory
study programme for students wishing to further their knowledge
of sport, with a focus on Golf Studies. It is extremely popular with
school leavers and provides practical skills and techniques,
combining this with an academic study based around various
aspects of Golf. The programme is designed to give you a broad
understanding of the sport, with a view to progressing to one of
our Level 3 Diplomas, or to start work in the industry.

Students undertake three core units, covering fitness for sport
and exercise, practical sports performance and anatomy and
physiology for sports performance. 

Additional specialist modules cover the mind and sports
performance, training for personal fitness, leading sports
activities, anatomy and physiology for sports performance,
lifestyle and well-being and running a sports event.

In addition to obtaining the Level 2 Diploma qualification, the
golf/sport study programme also includes industry-related work
experience, personal and course tutorials, our innovative
MyFuture career planning sessions and additional classes in
maths and/or English – leading to either GCSE or Functional
Skills qualifications. See page 18 for more information about
English and maths study requirements.

Course Details

Location                         
Preston: Bilsborrow campus.
Duration
1 year full-time.

Level
Intermediate.

Academic Entry
Requirements
See pages 18 and 19.

Additional Course
Requirements
A keen interest in golf and
sport in general. 

Assessment
Practical assessments,
coursework and tests.

Progression
Level 3 Diploma or Extended
Diploma in Golf Studies.

Career Opportunities
Leisure and Recreation
Assistant, Fitness Instructor,
Sports Coach, Sports
Development, Sports Retail,
Armed Forces, Sports
Instructor.

Visit one of our monthly Advice Mornings or our Summer Open Day. Check the website for details. 8988 Detailed course factsheets are available from www.myerscough.ac.uk or by calling 0800 652 5592

Golf Studies
BTEC Level 2 Certificate

The Level 3 Diploma qualifications are popular options for
school leavers and young adults. They combine practical skills,
coaching and competitive fixtures with academic theory and
classroom study. The Subsidiary Diploma is a one-year, six-unit,
study programme broadly equivalent to one A Level, whilst the
two-year, 12-unit, Diploma is equivalent to two A Levels and is
ideal for progression to Higher Education. Students who
successfully complete the Subsidiary Diploma can, if they wish,
progress to the second year of the Diploma.

In year one, students learn how to assess risk in golf (health
and safety requirements), the principles of anatomy and
physiology and the physiology of fitness and fitness testing.
Additional units cover fitness training and programming
(designing and delivering training routines), golf coaching and
psychology for golf performance.

Students who choose the two-year Diploma route can further
their interests during the second year of their programme. Core
units include sports nutrition and the technical and tactical skills
associated with the game. Students also examine the lifestyles
of professional sports performers, focusing on public
appearances, media interviews and financial management.
Further units cover analysing sports performance, current
issues in golf (the development of sport in the UK, media and
technological influences and barriers to participation) and rules,
regulations and officiating in golf.

In addition to obtaining the Level 3 qualification, the golf study
programme also includes industry-related work experience,
personal and course tutorials, our innovative MyFuture career
planning sessions and additional classes in maths or English –
leading to a GCSE qualification. Successful completion of the
Level 3 Diploma will enable students to progress to Higher
Education if desired, although students seeking a more
academic course should also consider the Level 3 Extended
Diploma in Golf Studies which contains an additional six units 

compared to the Diploma.
Course Details
Location                         
Preston: Bilsborrow campus.
Duration
1 year full-time 
(Subsidiary Diploma).
2 years full-time (Diploma).

Level
Advanced.

Academic Entry
Requirements
See pages 18 and 19.

Additional Course
Requirements
A keen interest in golf. 

Assessment
Assignments, practical and
written assessments,
coursework and exams.

Progression
Higher Education 
degree courses. 

Career Opportunities
Golf Professional, Golf Club
Management, Sport and 
Golf Retailing, Golf Coaching 
and Development, 
Golf Sales Representatives. 

Golf Studies
BTEC Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma / Diploma

The Level 3 Extended Diploma qualification is a popular option
for school leavers, young adults and successful Level 2 Diploma
students. This two-year 18-unit study programme is equivalent to
three A Levels and is designed for students who wish to develop
a comprehensive overview of the sports industry, encompassing
the practical techniques, technical skills and competitive fixtures
associated with golf and golf coaching.

The units studied have a strong academic focus – requiring
dedication and hard work – whilst still delivering a range of
important practical skills. Students enjoy the wide variety of
subjects that are covered. The programme incorporates all 
12 units from the two-year Level 3 Diploma (adjacent), with
students on the Extended Diploma studying an extra three units
each year, making 18 in total.

(Students enrol initially on a one-year ‘90-Credit Diploma’
qualification (9 units) and then, subject to successful completion,
progress to the next 9 units – achieving the Extended Diploma at
the end of their 2nd year.) Additional units cover the current
issues associated with sport, sport as a business, sports injuries
(prevention, treatment and rehabilitation), talent identification and
development, organising golfing events and coaching children
and young people.

In addition to obtaining the Level 3 qualification, the golf study
programme also includes industry-related work experience,
personal and course tutorials and our innovative MyFuture career
planning sessions.

The Level 3 Extended Diploma prepares students for a wide
range of careers in the golf and wider sports industry. It is also a
perfect foundation for students wishing to progress to Higher
Education – offering up to 168 UCAS Tariff points towards
entrance on a wide range of degree courses here at Myerscough 
or at other universities and colleges.

Course Details

Location                         
Preston: Bilsborrow campus.
Duration
2 years full-time.

Level
Advanced.

Academic Entry
Requirements
See pages 18 and 19.

Additional Course
Requirements
A keen interest in golf. 

Assessment
Assignments, practical and 

written assessments,
coursework and exams.

Progression
Higher Education degree
courses. Myerscough
College offers Foundation
Degrees, with Honours
progression in Golf
Management and Golf
Coaching and Performance.

Career Opportunities
Golf Professional, Golf Club
Management, Sport and 
Golf Retailing, Golf Coaching
and Development, Golf 
Sales Representatives.

Golf Studies
BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma

Indoor Golf Academy putting area






































