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Section 1 - County Lines 

Section 2 - Coercive Friendships 

County Lines: The illegal practice of drug gangs from big cities expanding 
their operations into smaller towns or rural areas. 
Exploitation: Taking advantage of someone, often by forcing them to do 
something they don't want to do. 
Gang: A group of people, often young, who engage in criminal activities to-
gether. 
Drug Dealing: Selling illegal drugs. 
Vulnerability: Being at risk of harm or exploitation due to personal or so-
cial factors. 
County Line Operator: Someone who runs or manages drug operations 
that cross county lines. 
Cuckooing: When drug dealers take over the home of a vulnerable person 
to use it as a base for their criminal activities. 
Exploited Person: Someone who is taken advantage of by others, often 
through coercion or manipulation. 
Drug Mule: A person who transports illegal drugs, often across borders, for 
criminal organizations. 
Vulnerable Community: A group of people who are at risk of exploitation 
or harm due to factors such as poverty or social isolation. 

Friendship: A close relationship between people who 
care about each other, support each other, and enjoy 
spending time together. 
 
Relationships: Connections between people, including 
friendships, family ties, and romantic partnerships. 
 
Controlling: Trying to have power or authority over 
someone else, often by telling them what to do or limit-
ing their freedom. 
 
Behaviours: The things people do, such as actions, atti-
tudes, or habits, which can affect how they interact with 
others and how they're perceived by others. 
 
Manipulate: To control or influence someone in a clever 
or deceitful way, often for personal gain or to get what 
you want. 
 
Acceptance: Feeling welcomed and valued for who you 
are, without judgment or criticism, by others or by your-
self. It's about being okay with differences and treating 
everyone with kindness and respect. 

Y8: Crime & Influence
County Lines Gangs

What is a gang?
‘a group that consists of at least three people, and 
has one or more characteristics that enable its 
members to be identified by others as a group’

Why might someone join a gang?
•to be accepted

•for a sense of identity

•for financial gain and other rewards

•because gangs are common in the area
•due to a lack of family or emotional support

•due to fear, intimidation or threats from others

•for protection from other gangs, groups or peers

•because siblings or other family members are involved

The impact 
of Gangs



Y8: Crime & Influence
Knife Crime Grooming

What is grooming?
‘when someone builds a relationship, trust 

and emotional connection with a child or young person 
so they can manipulate, exploit and abuse them’’

How might a groomer build a relationship with a victim?
•Pretending to be someone they’re not

•Offering advice or understanding

•Buying gifts

•Giving the child attention

The NSPCC 
Website contains 
more information

Why might someone carry a knife?
•to gain ‘respect’

•to intimidate others

•to protect themselves

•to make them feel safer

•they feel pressured to carry one

•because they want to hurt other people

•because they are cheap and accessible weapons noknivesbetterlives.com

99 young people 
aged under 

25 were murdered 
with a knife or 
sharp object in 

the 12 months to 
March 2022

In Cheshire, knife 
offences have 
decreased by 
2.4% in the 12 

months to March 
2023 compared to 
the previous year.

What are the signs that someone is being groomed?
•underage drinking or drug taking
•being upset, withdrawn or distressed
•having an older boyfriend or girlfriend
•being secretive about what they are doing
•going missing for extended periods of time
•sexualised behaviour or using sexualised language
•having money or new possessions, without explanation
•spending significantly more or less time online than before


