
English Language Component 1                                                       (1hr 45mins)

Short, bullet pointed sentences
List 5…

• Read the question carefully and highlight key words
• List your answers in bullet points
• Use a mixture of your own words and evidence from the text
• Don’t copy out full sentences (pick out the important words and 

phrases)
• Write in chronological order 
• Write 6 points (just in case)
• Start each sentence with the subject from the question
• Be specific and clear

Question 1
[5 marks]

Evidence + inference x 5

Bruce thinks Pat is ‘average’ which shows he has 
patronising thoughts about her.

‘messy and lazy’ gives the impression that Anna 
is disorganized and has left the flat in a 
cluttered state.

How does the writer show…?
What impressions…?

Question 2 
[5 marks]

How does the writer show…? 
What impressions…?

Evidence + inference x 10

Bruce thinks Pat is ‘average’ which shows he has 
patronising thoughts about her.

‘messy and lazy’ gives the impression that Anna 
is disorganized and has left the flat in a 
cluttered state.

Question 3 
[10 marks]

Evidence + inference x 10

Bruce thinks Pat is ‘average’ which shows he has 
patronising thoughts about her.

‘hopelessly stuck’ is dramatic as it implies the 
girls won’t get out of the house alive.

Question 4 
[10 marks]

How does the writer show…?
How does the writer make these 

lines…?

Section A – answer 5 questions on a fiction extract 

[40 marks]

Section B – narrative writing (a choice of 4 story 
titles) 

[40 marks]

Complete Section B (narrative) first 45 mins

Question 1 5 mins

Question 2 10 mins

Question 3 15 mins

Question 4 15 mins

Question 5 15 mins

Step 1: Rule off line numbers and highlight key words in the question

Step 2: Read section of extract and highlight evidence

Step 3: Use the ‘find and write’ method to write your response

To what extent do you agree…?

At the start of the text, /Then, /Next, Then,
As the text progresses, /Then, /Next, Then, Next,
At the end of the text,

Evidence + inference x 10

Bruce ‘smiles at his own image in the mirror’ 
makes him seem unlikeable as he is arrogant.

Overall, I agree/disagree/mostly agree that the 
writer presents…because…

Question 5
[10 marks]

TOP TIPS

 Clearly state which title you have chosen in 
the margin (question no.)

 Write 400-600 words
 Structure: opening, problem, complication, 

crisis, resolution
 Make sure you focus on a single moment/ 

event that your narrator must overcome
 Use humour, sarcasm and a light-hearted 

tone to create a strong narrative voice
 Keep dialogue to a minimum
 Remember to clearly paragraph – miss a 

line each time
 Show, don’t tell (actions and description)
 Use the past tense the whole way through
 Proofread for SPaG, vocabulary and any 

plot holes

Section B
NARRATIVE
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English Language Component 2                                                       (2hrs)

Short answers
(a) (b) (c)

• Read the question carefully and highlight key 
words

• List your answers (a) (b) (c) 
• Don’t write or copy out full sentences (pick 

out the important words and phrases)
• Be specific and clear

Question
1 & 3

[3 marks]

Section A – answer 6 questions on 2 non-
fiction extracts 
[40 marks]

Section B – transactional writing (two tasks 
– letter/ article/ speech/ review/ report) 
[40 marks]

Total: 2 hours
Section A 1 hour
Question 1 3 mins
Question 2 15 mins
Question 3 3 mins
Question 4 15 mins
Question 5 9 mins
Question 6 15 mins

Section B 1 hour
Question 1 30 mins
Question 2 30 mins

How does the writer 
show…?

Evidence + inference x 10

’40 years’ shows West has already worked at 
the market for a long time so he is more likely 
to continue as a street seller.

Question
2

[10 marks]

To what extent do you 
agree…?

Evidence + inference x 10

‘Petticoat Lane is long, narrow and filthy’ 
immediately paints a negative picture of a dirty 
street.

Question
4

[10 marks]

Using information from 
both texts, explain…

In text 1, the writer presents…

[give two specific details/ideas]

In text 2, the writer presents…

[give two specific details/ideas]
.

Question
5

[4 marks]
Compare…

State clearly which text you’re writing about.
Evidence + inference x 10

In Text 1, ‘________’ suggests…               x 5

In Text 2, ‘________’ suggests…               x 5

In Text 1, Harry ‘cheerfully greets a steady stream 
of customers which suggests Harry is friendly and 
positive when trying to sell his own goods.               

Question
6

[10 marks]
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