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ORGANISATION- DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES
• YEAR 7-11 WELCOME EVENING – Thursday 16th October 

• MOCK EXAMS – W/C 10th November  - 21st November

• REPORTS & GRADE CARDS – Friday 19th December 

• MOCK INTERVIEWS – 21st, 22nd & 23rd January 

• EMPLOYERS’ FAIR – Tuesday 20th January 

• NEXT SET OF  MOCKS – W/C 9th February - 6th March 

• COLLEGE INTERVIEWS – Spring Term (Cronton College and Riverside College)

• PARENTS’ EVENING -  Thursday 26th March 

• GCSE EXAMS START – Thursday 7th May 



OCTOBER HALF TERM SO FAR…



1. Learning styles
2. Your space
3. Techniques
4. Revision timetables
5. Exam resilience



Learning Styles



6

After two weeks we tend to remember

10% of what we READ

20% of what we HEAR

30% of what we SEE

50% of what we SEE 
and HEAR

70% of what we SAY

95% of what we HELP 
someone else learn 

and understand

90% of what we 
SAYand DO

PASSIVE SKILLS

ACTIVE SKILLS

Reading

Hearing 
words

Looking at 
pictures.

Watching a DVD/Video. Looking at an 
exhibit. Watching a demonstration   

Seeing it done on location.

Taking part in a discussion.  
Giving a talk.

Doing a drama presentation. Simulating 
the real experience. Doing the real thing.

Explaining/teaching something to someone. 
Testing and checking their learning.



Your space & 
equipment



Where will you revise?



Wall space



Wall space



Toolbox: The best £10 someone can spend for you.

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&docid=dkw9xGaIXiByIM&tbnid=dBLWuCujA--L5M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.drapertoolbox.co.uk/draper-plastic-tool-boxes-4668-0000&ei=VLhCUouXF6mc0wWc4IGYDQ&bvm=bv.53077864,d.ZG4&psig=AFQjCNHRQ567WVvUAb5zm2-chc9-kyYoSg&ust=1380190665900947


Revision 
Techniques



WHAT IS THE POINT OF REVISION?

IT IS TO RECALL AND CONNECT INFORMATION. 

THE BEST WAY TO DO THIS IS THROUGH CUES.

A CUE IS SOMETHING THAT YOU ASSOCIATE WITH SOMETHING 
ELSE.



HIGHLIGHT NOTES 
HIGHLIGHT THE KEY PHRASES/CONCEPTS/QUOTES 
/VOCABULARY IN YOUR BOOKS. 

GO THROUGH YOUR EXISTING NOTES WITH A 
HIGHLIGHTER. THIS WAY YOUR ATTENTION IS DRAWN TO 
IMPORTANT PARTS.



FLASHCARDS
WRITE KEY PHRASES OR SUMMARISED POINTS ON 
A CARD USING YOUR BOOK/TEXTBOOK FOR CUES.

READ THE RELEVANT PART OF THE BOOK. 

COME BACK TO YOUR CARDS AND TRY TO WRITE 
NOTES ON THEM (THIS TESTS YOUR MEMORY).

YOU CAN THEN FLICK THROUGH THE CARDS TO 
HELP YOU REMEMBER.

GROUP TOPICS TOGETHER IN DIFFERENT COLOURS.

TIE GROUPS OF RELATED CARDS TOGETHER.



FLASHCARDS

All flash cards start off in 
Box/Stack 1. 
As you review the cards, 
each card you answer 
correctly goes into Box 2. 

If you give the 
wrong answer 
the card stays 
in box 1. 

When you review 
cards in Box 2, if you 
still get it right you 
move the card to box 
3 and so on until all 
cards are in Box 4.  

If you get a card 
wrong in any 
box, it goes back 
to Box 1. 

Leitner System – The Method

•The key is that the cards you know less well are reviewed more 
frequently than the cards in the higher boxes.
•You now must choose the frequency at which you review each box. 
•For example - Box 1: Every day, Box 2: Every 2 days, Box 3: Every 3 days, 
Box 4: Every 4 days



POST IT NOTES RULE!
SHOULD ONLY CONTAIN KEY WORDS AND PHRASES WHICH WILL HELP YOU REMEMBER WHAT WAS 
ON YOUR FLASHCARDS. 

ALL AROUND YOUR HOUSE – PUT THEM IN THE TOILET, ON YOUR BEDROOM WALL,  ON YOUR TV 
ETC.!!!



THE RECALL JOURNEY

FLASHCARDHIGHLIGHTER

ORIGINAL 
CONTENT IN 

EXERCISE 
BOOK/TESTBO

OK/ PAST 
EXAM PAPER

Eric in ‘An Inspector calls’:
‘Why shouldn’t they try for higher wages? We try for the highest 
possible prices.’
Eric recognises that capitalism should allow for workers to push 
for better wages as well as Mr Birling trying to lower them – Eric 
sees the workers as being independent people

Eric:
‘Why …higher wages? 
– capitalism 
- workers to push for better wages 
- workers as being independent people

Eric = ‘capitalism’ quote 



FLOW CHARTS
THES BREAK DOWN THE INFORMATION YOU NEED INTO SMALL CHUNKS AND IN A VERY VISUAL AND 
LOGICAL WAY: EG. SCIENCE AND GEOGRAPHY PROCESSES, PLOT LINES, HISTORICAL EVENTS.



TIMELINES
USE THESE FOR HISTORY TOPICS AND THE PLOT OF ENGLISH LITERATURE TEXTS.



MINDMAPS/SPIDER DIAGRAMS



MINDMAPS/SPIDER DIAGRAMS



MINDMAPS/SPIDER DIAGRAMS



PAST PAPERS AND EXAM PRACTICE
GO THROUGH THEM 
REPEATEDLY.

ANSWER THE QUESTIONS 
AGAIN WITHOUT NOTES 
TO SEE IF YOU REMEMBER 
THE PERFECT ANSWERS.

Add notes in 
different colours 
so you can see 
how you have 
built up your 
analysis.



MNEMONICS/ACRONYMS

TAKE THE FIRST LETTER OF A SERIES OF WORDS TO MAKE  
RHYMES & SONGS – THE DAFTER THE BETTER!



THE LINK SYSTEM
Link key words together in a story:

Example
The sequence of planets in the solar system, in terms of their 
increasing distance from the Sun.

The correct sequence is: MERCURY, VENUS, EARTH, MARS, JUPITER, 
SATURN, URANUS, NEPTUNE

Freddie MERCURY sings to a goddess (VENUS). 
She picks up some EARTH and throws it at the God of War 
(MARS), 
who is then hit by a thunderbolt (Sky God - JUPITER), 
 which causes Satan (SATURN) to appear. 
Satan has an Atomic Bomb (Uranium - URANUS),
which he detonates in the sea (God of the Sea - NEPTUNE).



MAKE ANY OF THE PREVIOUS TECHNIQUES KINAESTHETIC

CREATE A POST IT JOURNEY AROUND THE HOUSE 
TO REMEMBER THE SEQUENCE OF HISTORICAL, 
PLOT OR EVENTS OF SCIENTIFIC PROCESSES.

HANG UP REVISION BUNTING THAT YOU NEED TO 
STAND UP FOR AND WALK ALONG TO READ.

GOT FOR A WALK AND LISTEN TO ANY                                
RECORDINGS YOU MAKE.

BE CREATIVE! 



RECORD YOURSELF
RECORD/VIDEO THE INFORMATION ONTO YOUR PHONE.

PLAY IT BACK WHEN YOU ARE WALKING TO AND FROM SCHOOL,

AT HOME, GOING TO SLEEP, ETC…

RECORD THEM IN A SILLY VOICE/ACCENT.

‘OH BUT I DON’T LIKE THE SOUND OF MY OWN 

VOICE!’…GET YOUR MATE TO RECORD THEM FOR YOU AND VICE VERSA.



ONLINE

https://www.eduqas.co.uk/home/student-
support/revision/revision-resources/   ENG LANG

https://www.revisely.com/gcse

https://www.eduqas.co.uk/home/student-support/revision/revision-resources/
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/home/student-support/revision/revision-resources/
https://www.revisely.com/gcse


WORK WITH YOUR FRIENDS

SHARING CAN HELP. 

GET YOURSELF A STUDY BUDDY…

HAVE A PIZZA, TURN ON 

SOME (QUIET AND INSTRUMENTAL) MUSIC AND HAVE A REVISION PARTY!

IT MIGHT NOT BE SEEN AS COOL BUT IT MIGHT MAKE THE DIFFERENCE.



THE MOST IMPORTANT PART
SO YOU’VE CREATED REVISION RESOURCES, MADE 
A REVISION TIMETABLE, STUCK TO IT…SO WHAT?

HOW WILL YOU KNOW IF IT’S WORKING???



How to retest your knowledge
1. Remove/cover individual post its – can you remember 

them?
2. Rerecord your voice notes from memory and compare to 

originals
3. Timed exam questions without any reference materials; 

including questions you’ve done before
4. Get family, friends, pets to test you by asking you 

questions from your original revision materials
5. Walk the ‘post it’ journey and talk through your learned 

content without reading the post its
6. Explain/teach your knowledge to a study buddy, family 

member, friend or the dog
7. Online sites and apps feature multi-choice quizzes



Revision 
timetables



Revision timetables – RULES
1. Include all subjects
2. Devote more time to subjects you are less 

confident with
3. Chunk subjects into sub-topics and plan these over 

the next few weeks – make sure you revisit these
4. Plan your retest slots
5. Plan for a range of revision strategies
6. Add your times to the plan
7. 30 minute revision slots
8. No more than 4 per night
9. Have one night off and plan fun and relaxation 

time
10. Start NOW and don’t cram too late





Maths:
Area
Mindmap/
Post its

Science:
Compounds
Mnemonic/
Voice record

PE:
Injury prevention
Revision cards

Spanish:
Holidays –
 past tense
Mindmap

WATCH 
‘THE TRAITORS’

FOOTBALL  MATCH

VIDEOCALL
MY NAN

Eng lit:
Inspector calls 
quotes
Voice record

Geog:
Human Geog 
stats
Mindmap

Maths:
Vectors
Past paper 1

Science:
Reproductive 
cycle
Retest with 
exam question

Eng Lang:
Writing skills
Past paper 2

Business:
Budgets
Post its

MY HOUSEHOLD 
JOBS



Interleaving and the Forgetting Curve



Exam resilience



TOP EXAM TIPS
• READ THROUGH ALL THE PAPER BEFORE YOU START

• REMEMBER YOUR TIMINGS: YOUR TEACHER WILL HAVE TOLD YOU 
HOW LONG TO SPEND ON SECTIONS 

• WRITE DOWN HOW LONG YOU NEED TO SPEND ON EACH SECTION

• ON THE BLANK BACK PAGE, SPEND A FEW MINUTES JOTTING DOWN 
ANY QUOTES, FACTS ETC. THAT YOU ARE WORRIED ABOUT 
FORGETTING

• DON’T WASTE TIME WITH YOUR HEAD DOWN OR PAPER CLOSED; 
CHECK AND RE-READ YOUR ANSWERS

• LEAVING ANY ANSWERS BLANK IS A CRIME!



1. Learning styles
2. Your space
3. Techniques
4. Revision timetables
5. Exam resilience





Three 90 minute papers

Paper 1 (Non-calc)
Paper 2 / 3 (Calc)

Anything can be assessed on all 3 papers

Foundation
(Grade 1 – 5)

Higher
(Grade 3 – 9)

The Specification

Edexcel



Both Higher and Foundation cover
 the same broad areas:

Overview





All students have own unique passwords/usernames to 
SparxMaths.

We will be sending a leaflet via email to parents on how to use 
Sparx in order to help your child. They will get homework every 

other Friday on this website, due in the Friday after. 



• Get practice questions up online

• Use YouTube to watch videos for topics 
you need help with

• Watch the videos and do the tasks on 
SparxMaths that you were given as your 
key areas to focus on from the mocks

• Use your revision guides and workbook

• Use your notes in your book to help you 



Useful Websites:

• https://mathsbot.com/

• https://corbettmaths.com/

• https://www.onmaths.com/

• https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk

• https://revisionmaths.com/

• https://keshmaths.com/gcse-maths-takeaway-3/

• https://justmaths.co.uk/

• https://diagnosticquestions.com/

• https://www.draustinmaths.com/

There is a full list 
on the school 

website

https://mathsbot.com/
https://corbettmaths.com/
https://www.onmaths.com/
https://www.mathsg
https://revisionmaths.com/
https://keshmaths.com/gcse-maths-takeaway-3/
https://justmaths.co.uk/
https://diagnosticquestions.com/


£10 each



£10 each

New calculator – if 
you learn how to use 

it, there are lots of 
marks you can get by 
just typing into your 

calculator. 



ENGLISH 
AT OCA
1. WHAT 

QUALIFICATIONS CAN 
STUDENTS ACHIEVE?

2. HOW CAN STUDENTS 
REVISE FOR ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE?

3. HOW CAN STUDENTS 
REVISE FOR ENGLISH 
LITERATURE?

4. EXAM CALENDAR



1. WHAT QUALIFICATIONS CAN STUDENTS 
ACHIEVE? 

GCSE ENGLISH LANGUAGE (EDUQAS)
• Component 1 – Summer Examination
• Component 2 – Summer Examination
• Component 3 – Speaking and Listening Presentation

GCSE ENGLISH LITERATURE (AQA)
• Paper 1 – Summer Examination
• Paper 2 – Summer Examination



GCSE ENGLISH LANGUAGE (EDUQAS)

Component 1 – 40% (1hr45)
A. Answer 5 questions to analyse a fiction text
B. Write an original narrative

Component 2 –  60% (2hrs)
A. Answer 6 questions to analyse 2 non-fiction texts
B. Write two transactional writing pieces (speech, 

letter, article, review)



GCSE ENGLISH LANGUAGE (EDUQAS)

Component 1 – 40% (1hr45)
A. Answer 5 questions to analyse a fiction text
B. Write an original narrative

Component 2 –  60% (2hrs)
A. Answer 6 questions to analyse 2 non-fiction texts
B. Write two transactional writing pieces (speech, 

letter, article, review)

1. Write a realistic narrative with a 
clear structure

2. Refine and redraft

3. Memorise 

4. Adapt for different titles 

2. What should students revise? 



GCSE ENGLISH LANGUAGE (EDUQAS)

Component 1 – 40% (1hr45)
A. Answer 5 questions to analyse a fiction text
B. Write an original narrative

Component 2 –  60% (2hrs)
A. Answer 6 questions to analyse 2 non-fiction texts
B. Write two transactional writing pieces (speech, 

letter, article, review)

Read a variety of fiction and non-
fiction texts (novels, short stories, 
autobiographies, articles)
Past papers/practice papers

2. What should students revise? 



GCSE ENGLISH LITERATURE (AQA)

PAPER 1 – 40% (1hr45)
A. Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet
B. Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol

PAPER 2 –  60% (2hr15)
A. Priestley’s An Inspector Calls
B. Power and Conflict Anthology
C. Unseen Poetry

1. All students have their own 
photocopied version of the texts

2. Students should create revision 
resources for each text on:
 Plot summaries
 Characters
 Themes (big ideas)
 Link vocabulary 
 Link writer’s intentions
 Link key quotations
 Link methods
 Link context

3. Practice papers and planning for 
different questions will help prepare 
for any question on the exam.

3. What should students revise? 



RESOURCES

All students have access to the 
following:

• Exercise books

• Annotated copies of texts

• Lessons and resources on Teams

• English Language workbook

• Example answers

• Thesis, conclusion and writer’s 
intentions frameworks for 
literature questions



RESOURCES

If you would like to purchase 
revision guides/workbooks, the 
following are useful:

Literature

• CGP

• York Notes

• Mr Bruff

Language 

• WJEC/Eduqas Grade 9-1



RESOURCES

There is also a wealth of 
material available to gather 
knowledge on the internet, 
including:

• Sparknotes

• BBC Bitesize

• Litcharts

• Victorian Web

• YouTube (Mr Bruff)



4. EXAM CALENDAR
NOVEMBER MOCK EXAMS
• Language 1 
• Language 2
• Literature 1

MARCH MOCK EXAMS 
• Language 1 
• Language 2
• Literature 1
• Literature 2

SUMMER EXTERNAL EXAMS
• Language 1 
• Language 2
• Literature 1
• Literature 2



CGP REVISION GUIDES
GCSE ENGLISH LITERATURE

Each revision guide is available to order at a discounted price of £3.25 via 
the School Gateway.

Please take a letter to see your options.





- The exam board our curriculum is based upon is AQA Combined 
Science Trilogy

- In Summer 2023 all pupils will sit 6 exams. 
- Biology paper 1 and 2, Chemistry paper 1 and 2, Physics paper 1 

and 2
- Paper 1 content was taught in year 10 and will revisited 

throughout this year
- Paper 2 content is being taught this year
- Class teachers will run interventions, attend Saturday academies, 

half terms and provide all pupils with resources to make revision 
easier

- Pupils need to make sure they use the provided resources to 
organise their revision

- Mock exams in November will be paper 1 assessments from 
previous year

- Students will get the physics equation sheet



- Discounted revision guides & workbooks
- Organised content checkers to aid revision 

timetables
- Revision resource booklet with links to BBC 

bitesize and YouTube channels that reteach 
the content

- On Teams: knowledge organisers, exam 
questions, retrieval quizzes

- After school intervention for separate science, 
higher tier trilogy and foundation trilogy

- Sparx science will help you remember the 
content. 



- The home page has a to do list, this shows you weekly homework
- Homework automatically sets Friday to Friday
- There is a section for independent study as well
- If you don’t know an answer, click ‘I don’t know’. It will then teach you the content before 

asking a different question. 



When a chemical 
reaction happens, 
energy is transferred to 
or from the 
surroundings. When 
energy is transferred to 
the surroundings, this is 
called 
an exothermic reaction, 
and the temperature of 
the surroundings 
increases.

When a chemical 
reaction happens, 
energy is transferred to 
or from the 
surroundings. When 
energy is transferred to 
the surroundings, this is 
called 
an exothermic reaction, 
and the temperature of 
the surroundings 
increases.

What type of reactions 
lead to energy being 

transferred to the 
surroundings? 

Front

Exothermic Reactions

Back

From BBC Bitesize



Writing your own 
questions is the most 
effective way to revise. It 
helps strengthen your 
memory. 

However, we understand 
this is hard something so 
we have provided you 
with knowledge quizzes 
to help. As well as your 
weekly homework’s 
which could be used as 
well. 



When you feel more confident with the 
facts and definitions of key terms, you 
should move on to exam questions to test 
your application skills. The more exam 
questions you do on a topic, the more 
confident you become at understanding 
what the question is asking for and skills 
you require. 

As the year progresses your teacher will 
do more and more exam questions with 
you as you should be more confident with 
the facts and recall. They will help you 
build your exam technique but it is 
important you practice it as well. https://LUGOUUC.exampro.net 

https://lugouuc.exampro.net/
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